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This is the first quality-format overview which I have seen on the awe­
inspiring mountains of Canada, and it is interesting to note this overdue 
production was written and published in that nation. After I had en­
thusiastically skimmed through the full-color photographs, printed on 
heavy-gloss enamel, and with true color-balance reproduction, the first 
words that struck me were those by Andy Russell. In the introduction 
he observed that “Mountains have always been something of a paradox 
to man.” How true, for the earth’s high points have long been invested 
with mystic powers from early man to today’s cults which believe in 
extra-terrestrial beings living within Mount Shasta. But the glittering 
mountains of Canada, as Thorington portrayed them, largely escaped the 
fear and dislike of medieval Europe (although they have not totally es­
caped the callous devastation of the timber companies and dam engi­
neers). The vast array of northern ranges did not need the enlightenment 
of Rousseau, for they had the Canadian Pacific Railroad to advertise 
their glories. Indeed, as the introduction states, these mountains are a 
very special heritage— a national treasure for hikers, climbers, and nature 
worshippers from all portions of the world. Without question the multi­
plicity of ranges from Baffin Island to the Coast Mountains bordering the 
Pacific Ocean presents a magnificent tribute to the geological and ecolog­
ical processes of Earth.

From the fjords of Baffin to those of the western coastline, the vast 
geologic exhibits, the magnificent waterways that divide the principal 
ranges, the great coniferous and boreal forests, the alplands and icefields, 
are beautifully illustrated in this heavy, handsome book. It will certainly 
beautify any living room coffee table—for which it is meant. Because 
the radiance of this publication is the color, it would have enhanced the 
propriety to give more credit to the various talented photographers, and



perhaps summarize their background and perspectives. While the selec­
tion of pictures includes many of Canada’s most noted mountains, the 
choices are made from certain availability, and the very title suggests 
an overview which should include Mount Waddington and other Coastal 
Range summits.

The text has some appropriate historical comment related to early 
mountaineering and here I found the material on Robson, Alberta, Co­
lumbia, and Victoria well-selected, and the interjection of Frank Smythe 
and his ethics proved a thoughtful commentary. Morse gives a well- 
done earthy description of Conrad Kain’s great Bugaboo Spire ascent, an 
epic exploratory climb done with nearly primitive equipment in a situa­
tion where there was no reversing of moves once on the slab. The best 
essay is that on Assiniboine, a peak which has become synonymous with 
Canada. The author points out that from a distance Assiniboine exudes 
an elegance, a cleanness of line and symmetry of form rivalled by few 
other mountains in the world. At close quarters, however, the shape, 
form, and character change dramatically: the impression of firmness 
gives way to the crumbling reality of sedimentary rock. “Elegant lines 
disappear, dwarfed or blocked out by bands and bulges of friable stone 
interlaced with veins of snow and ice.” Yet, the knowledge that one is 
climbing Assiniboine makes unpleasantries easier to accept. A derma­
tologist might get this same reaction examining the pimples on a beau­
tiful lady’s face or buttocks.

The balance of written matter and imagery is good, and a mark of 
thoughtful book design. However, I found the succession of non-related 
quotations from historical and literary luminaries such as Shakespeare, 
Sir Walter Scott, Churchill, Stanley, Mark Twain, and Schiller out of 
context. And the tragic Toni Kurz episode is totally gross here—in a 
book praising the glories of mountain ranges on another continent. What 
detracts from the text is an occasional historical imbalance and a sufficient 
inclusion of errors that lend a question to the thoroughness of research. 
The omission of the biggest routes on Mount Temple is curious when the 
praise of adventure is restricted to earlier routes. The text stands cor­
rection in regard to Russell in 1891 being the first to reach Mount St. 
Elias. Both the 1886 Schwatka and the 1888 Topham expeditions pre­
ceded the gallant professor on this gigantic mountain, and it was on 
Russell’s second expedition that he reached so high and proved out the 
route for the Duke of Abruzzi.

The first ascent of King Peak was not as late as 1972. There are 
directional errors in Robson and Assiniboine captions. Neither Kor 
nor Cooper is best known for his Yosemite climbs. I cannot vouch for 
Jack Arnold’s origin, but he was considered an American (first ascent of 
Lost Arrow), not a Canadian. A bit more care during a revision would 
correct a few spelling errors (Hermann Ulrichs, Walter Willcox, Jock



Glidden); for a $30 purchase one should not need to speculate on the 
full names of such alpinists as E. Cromwell, E. Grassman, and J. Jones.

My recommendation is definitely to purchase the book as an artistic 
tribute to some of the most compelling alpine creations on this planet.
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