
Broad Peak A ttem pt. Our Spanish expedition consisted of Carlos 
Soria, Miguel L ópez, M ariano Arrazola, Salvador Rivas, Luis López and 
me. The route we picked was the west spur, which rises some 11,000 
feet and has difficult spots. This was the Polish route of 1975 and co­
incides in great part with the first-ascent route of the Austrians in 1957. 
The approach march took ten days. A porter lost his life when he fell 
into the river shortly before Payu Camp. We placed Base Camp on the 
central moraine of the Godwin Austen Glacier at 15,600 feet. The weather 
was the worst that has been seen in the K arakoram  for many years. De­
spite the daily snow storms and unstable weather, we went ahead pre­
paring the route on the lower part of Broad Peak. After leaving a supply 
dump at 17,225 feet, we placed one camp at 18,375 feet and a second at



20,675 feet. Above Camp II we reached the height of 22,000 feet and 
continued to relay supplies. However, the persistent bad weather, the un­
favorable radio weather reports and the fast approaching date of the arrival 
of the porters to evacuate us led to the decision to give up. We left Base 
Camp on August 19.
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