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More than 20 Japanese were engaged in the rescue. On August 13 we
succeeded in completing the evacuation.

TADAKIYO SAKAHARA, Kawasaki Teachers’ Party, Japan

Pukajirca Central, West Face. An Italian expedition led by Mario
Curnis climbed the difficult 3000-foot west face of Pukajirca Central
but did not make the final few meters to the summit because of extremely
bad weather. The other members were Augusto Azzoni, Attilio Bian-
chetti, Annibale Bonicelli, Renato Fassi, Dario Rota, Gianni Scarpelini,
Piero Nava and Umberto Testa.

Taulliraju, North Face, 1979. On July 16, 1979 Peter Busch and I
set up Base Camp in the Quebrada Jancapampa. The climb was hard
from the beginning. To get out of Base Camp, we had to fix 500 feet of
rope up the 2000-foot-high bluffs. We then climbed up the icefall and
walked a mile and a half across the glacier to reach the peak. It took us
eleven days to do this and establish and supply Camp III for a good try
at the wall. On July 27 Camp III was in place and we were thankful for
the first clear day so far. The next morning at 4:30 we could only see
ten feet, but at nine A.M. we set out in the fog up straightforward ice
climbing of 55° to 60°. Then it turned into good hard mixed climbing
and finally granite, where we would have preferred EBs to climbing on
crampons. We bivouacked without food, stove or sleeping bags 150 feet
from the summit, but also without fog. On July 29, 1979 we overcame
the usual overhanging Andean summit mushroom and reached the top
(5830 meters, 19,128 feet). We rappelled all the way back to Camp III.
On the descent we had a large rockfall, but luckily neither of us was hit.
Then after our arrival in Camp III the mountain released an incredible
rock-and-ice avalanche which completely obliterated our descent route;
this was east of the prominent rib in the center of the face which we had
ascended. (Though Terray’s first-ascent route started up the north face,
it continued up the northeast ridge.—Editor.)

JoseEPH P. BAJAN, Alpine Club of Canada

Artesonraju, Southwest Face, Ski Descent. Our expedition was made
up of Mssrs. Paret, Cortial, Chartier and me. After failing to climb
Quitaraju and climbing Huascardn, on July 13 I climbed Artesonraju
and made the first ski descent of the southwest face. A thousand feet
from the top the face, which has an angle up to 60°, is cut by a line of
séracs. Icy snow on a traverse left was hardly pleasant. Then I found
myself at the top of a narrow gully that cut for 100 meters through the
séracs. It was horribly steep. The lower slope became less steep and was



