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a viewing point of the Throne, commence rough hiking to the base of
the tower. The ascent route begins in a chimney at the southwest corner
of the rock. The chimney widens into a broad gully. At the end of the
second lead a traverse south takes one to an easier line for the summit
lead. II 5.8.

Jacob’s Chair, Fry Canyon Area. Jacob’s Chair, a 270-foot Wingate
sandstone tower in south-central Utah, north of Highway 95, was first
ascended by George Hurley and Bill Forrest in November, 1976. It is a
previously unreported climb. The monolith is reached via five miles of
old mining road which begins from the highway between Gravel and
Long Canyons. At a division in the road the left fork is pursued to the
talus slope beneath the tower. The first-ascent route ascends the north
side of the monument beginning with a 5.7 crack located 100 feet east
of the west end of the formation. At the level seat of the Chair, walk
east to where the second and third leads follow cracks and chimneys
on the north side of the back of the Chair—perhaps 50 feet left of the
edge. The crux of the 150-foot third lead is a “peaked ceiling” where
aid was used on the first ascent. On a subsequent ascent by the party
the route was begun directly below the final two leads and the “peaked
ceiling” climbed free (5.10). II, 5.10, Al.

White Knight. The White Knight is a 310-foot sandstone pillar first
climbed in November, 1977, by George Hurley and Bill Forrest. The
ascent is previously unreported. The tower, (located a mile north of
Interstate 70 in central Utah) is approached from a parking place
approximately 31 miles west of Highway 24 and 100 yards east of an
I-70 bridge spanning a deep canyon. The formation is not visible from
the parking spot; follow a 310° compass reading (northwest from the
road) to the steep west end of the mesa. The White Knight becomes
visible at the point in which one is able to see beyond the mesa. Total
walking time from I-70 to the tower is 20 minutes. The first ascent was
made in two leads up the east ridge, 5.9 and 5.7 respectively.

Valley of the Gods, Southeast Utah. This long-neglected area, first
visited by Ron Wiggle and me in 1974, is reached via Highway 163 a
few miles north of the town of Mexican Hat. The rock is composed of
Chinle sandstone which is similar in density to the Wingate strata that
forms Castleton, Moses and many of the other desert towers of the
Moab area. Petard Tower is the first 150-foot pillar one comes to after
swinging onto the valley’s dirt road from Highway 163. It is located
about 200 yards from the road and can be climbed quickly and serve
as a good introduction to the Valley of the Gods rock. The unreported
first ascent of Petard Tower was in May, 1977, by George Hurley and
Dave Rearick. The first two leads are up a chimney and crack system.
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The final pitch requires three bolts for aid on a blank face. I, 5.9, Al.
The south face of North Tower, (the northernmost pinnacle in the Valley
of the Gods area) was climbed by George Hurley and Bill Forrest in
1978 and is previously unreported. To approach the three-lead climb,
walk up the slope behind the tower as viewed from the valley’s single
dirt road, then traverse onto the south face of North Tower via a large
ledge. The first two leads follow 5.9 cracks. The final lead ascends a
thin-edged fin on the summit ridge. Two bolts for aid were placed on
the fin, however, George Hurley reports that future ascents will probably
free this section using the bolts for protection. Descent was made by the
original Bjgrnstad-Wiggle first ascent line on the north face of the tower.
The summit rappel is 70 feet to a two-bolt anchor—second rappel takes
one 100 feet to terra firma. South Face route: II, 5.9. North Face
route: II, 5.7, A3. Tom-Tom Tower in Valley of the Gods was climbed
via its north face by George Hurley and Bill Forrest in November, 1976.
The ascent is previously unreported. The tower can be seen from the
farthest north point of the dirt road which serpentines through the valley.
The first lead is up dangerous, very loose, rotten rock. The balance of
the climb is up relatively solid cracks and chimneys. Lead two, the most
difficult, requires left arm locks and jams to ascend an off-sized 5.9
crack with one nut being the only protection in the 75-foot lead. The
75-foot third pitch continues up the same line for 125 feet. The final
summit block is accomplished third class. (360 feet.) III, 5.9. Directly
across the dirt road from Tom-Tom Tower is Eagle Plume Tower. It
was first climbed in 1976 by Bill Forrest and Frank Luptom. This
previously unreported ascent is up the center of the south side of the
rock. 350 feet. III, 5.9. Angel’s Fear is a small butte with a balanced
column on its southern end. When it is viewed from the road in Valley
of the Gods, it resembles the Totem Pole in Monument Valley. Angel’s
Fear is located beyond Tom-Tom and Eagle Plume Towers and a little
beyond the take-off point for Hidden Pinnacle. The previously un-
reported first ascent of this 190-foot formation was in September, 1978,
by George Hurley and Bill Forrest. The first lead of 120 feet is 5.9
and A3 climbing on the west face in a broken crack system which
reaches the top of the butte just north of a large block. The second
pitch is 70 feet of 5.8 and A2 climbing up the balanced summit block
via obvious cracks in the north face. 190 feet. II, 5.9, A3. Hidden
Pinnacle in Valley of the Gods was first climbed and unreported via
its north face November, 1977, by George Hurley and Bill Forrest. It is
located north of Angel’s Fear, about two miles from the dirt road. The
pinnacle is hidden from sight by another tower when looked for from
the road. The first lead is a 5.9 crack which widens to a chimney with
large chockstones. At the end of this 140-foot lead there is a hand
traverse to the left. The two final leads follow the same line of ascent
and are of sounder rock. Descent is accomplished by two long rappels,
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the first of which is from a drilled-in angle piton and the second from a
two-nut anchor at the top of the first lead. 300 feet. II, 5.9.

ERrRic BJ@RNSTAD

Priest, Beckey Route free, Castleton Area. In April, Chip Chace
and I made an all-free ascent of the Priest by the original Beckey route.
The lower two-thirds of the climb involves excellent chimney climbing
of various widths, leading to a six-bolt ladder (the first four bolts are
easily clipped into from a chimney position) which can be face-climbed
at 5.10. The summit aid crack was bypassed to the left via a remarkable
5.7 variation.

JEFF ACHEY, Unaffiliated

Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Right Side, Castleton Area. Chip Chace
and I climbed the right side of the Sorcerer’s Apprentice, a striking
Yosemite-style pinnacle a mile and a half downstream from Nigger Bill
Canyon. The rock was somewhat softer than Castleton, but the three
5.10 pitches were compact enough to be quite enjoyable. No signs of
previous ascent were found on top, but escape upward seemed possible.

JEFF ACHEY, Unaffiliated

Moses, Pale Fire, Canyonlands. In May, Chip Chace and Charlie
Fowler made an all-free ascent of the original route on the north face
of Moses in Taylor Canyon. The 600-foot route, when done completely
free, requires two 5.11 pitches and one, the first, of 5.12. Together with
the sustained nature of the rest of the route this makes for perhaps the
most demanding free climb done to date on desert sandstone. The pair
christened the free route “Pale Fire.”

JEFF ACHEY, Unaffiliated

Canyonlands, Zeus, Sisyphus. In late October, Chip Chace and I
free-climbed Zeus, the 300-foot sister spire of Moses. The route follows
an old aid line on the southeast side, involving mostly thin cracks. Three
5.11 sections are encountered, well protected except for the first. The
continuity of the cracks makes one wonder why Fred Beckey, on the first
ascent of the spire, ignored this line and opted for a 200-foot-plus bolt
ladder on the once beautiful and featureless north ridge. In keeping with
the spire’s name, the free route was dubbed “Sisyphus.”

JEFF ACHEY, Unaffiliated

Cheetah, Little Cottonwood Canyon. In July, my brother Robert and
I established an excellent route left of Tarzan in the Gate Buttress area.



