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attempt, followed on May 17 by Tanaka and Pemba Lama and on May
19 by Matsuda and Mitani. On May 20 at 3:30 P.M. Tanaka and
Taguchi got to 28,700 feet or 8750 meters, but they were unable to
climb the last 300 feet to the top because of fatigue and lack of oxygen.

SHINICHI NAKAJIMA, Meiji Alpine Club, Japan

Mount Everest Attempt. This two-man New Zealand group, Russell
Brice and W.C. Freaney, failed to climb Mount Everest from the
Western Cwm. They established four high camps. High winds finally
drove them back at 25,000 feet on October 5.

MicHAEL J. CHENEY, Himalayan Club and EL1ZABETH HAWLEY

Lhotse, Winter Attempt. An Italian expedition attempted a winter
ascent of Lhotse. The members were Pier Antonio Camozzi, leader,
Agostino Da Polenza, Uberto Testa, Graziano Bianchi, Mauricio San-
tinello and Dr. Felice Boselli. After delays in the customs and in
flying in, they arrived at Lukla on January 1 and at Base Camp on
January 6. They used two Sherpas primarily in the Icefall and two
others to carry to Camp II. Camp I was established on January 16 and
Camp II on the 20th. On January 28, after an attempt to reach the
South Col, they heard on their radio that the Japanese were giving up
their Everest attempt because of wind and cold. The Italians found
the Lhotse Face more difficult in winter since the snow was blown off,
exposing bare ice. On January 29, two Italians climbed to 24,775 feet,
where they established Camp III. The Sherpas refused to help above
Camp II. On February 1, in a comparative calm, the two climbed to
the top of the Geneva Spur. They pitched a tent, left oxygen and ad-
vanced a few hundred meters along the nearly horizontal shelf that
led to the couloir up which the normal route on Lhotse ascends. They
were driven back by wind. The next day another attempt to cross failed
at about 26,400 feet. Da Polenza reported that he could see that the
1500-foot couloir was nearly devoid of snow. The last 650 feet would
have been extremely difficult ice and rock. They gave up. All were back
in Base Camp on February 3.

Lhotse, South Face. Detailed study of previous attempts resulted in
our deciding on a classical style with a 22-man team, plus a doctor,
radioman, two TV men and a cook. We fixed rope and had a running
chain of climbing teams working one after the other on the face. Sherpa
support was only on the lower face. Our first goal was to escape
avalanches. Much of the 3000 feet below the west shoulder is overhang-
ing. (The shoulder is some 1300 feet below the summit.) Left and right
of the overhang are possibilities. The right was more directly towards
the summit. The left one looked promising since we could finish on



