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Nilgiri South Attempt. A six-man Japanese expedition, led by Motoro
Iwasaki, had hoped to make an alpine-style ascent of Nilgiri South by a
new route, the south face in the pre-monsoon period, but failed at 18,800
feet because of deep snow.
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Nilgiri South Attempt. A three-man Japanese party failed to climb a
new route on Nilgiri South (6838 meters, 22,435 feet), the southwest
ridge. The leader was hit by a falling rock, and had to return to Base
Camp. One other member had altitude sickness and the other had to
rush back to Japan at the end of his vacation. The highest point reached
was 22,000 feet on October 12,
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Hiunchuli, Southeast Face. The second ascent of this mountain, south
of Annapurna, was accomplished by our expedition on October 8. Since
the first ascent by a team of U.S. Peace Corps volunteers led by Craig
Anderson in 1971, Hiunchuli had withstood at least six subsequent at-
tempts. We established Base Camp at 13,200 feet on the south side of
the prominent avalanche chute below the southeast face. To reach Base
Camp we climbed up and left on steep grass and slabs from a point about
one mile up the Modi Khola valley from Hinku Cave, near a waterfall.
The end of the monsoon pinned us in Base Camp for a week with heavy
rain. Higher, new snow avalanches ripped out ropes we had fixed below
Camp I and buried a cache, later found after much digging. Above Camp
I our route followed the gully climbed by Anderson. (See A.4.J., 1973
page 333). Nine hundred feet of rope were fixed here. Camp II was
placed on the upper hanging glacier at 17,500 feet. Above Camp II we
decided to climb the prominent ice ridge to the east of the avalanche
chute ascended by the original party. This is a safer alternative, giving
excellent climbing. Camp III was placed at 18,700 feet near the top of
this ridge. We climbed to the summit from Camp III, fixing several more
ropes on the way on steep ice steps. On top our altimeter showed 20,200
feet (6157 meters), 900 feet less than shown on the map (6333 meters).
Reaching the top were Bob Wilson, Peter Cummings, Bonnie Nobori,
LaVerne Woods, Curt Hewitt, Gary Doyle, Tim Byrnes, Tony Townsend,
and me as leader.
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Annapurna South. A Korean expedition climbed Annapurna South
(7273 meters, 23,862 feet) via the northeast face and the north ridge.
They had five high camps. On October 25 Han Sang Kook, leader, Kim
Chang Sun, Won Jang Tae and Pinju Sherpa reached the summit.
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