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This is not a book of peaks and climbers. It is more a kind of en­
cyclopedia of the Himalaya, dealing with many aspects of the greatest 
mountain range on earth, of nature and man and their interrelation. It 
comprises pieces by 27 experts from seven countries. The book is in 
three sections. The first deals with Nature: studies on the climate, 
ornithology, fauna, flora, geology, glaciology, earthquakes, soils and 
water resources of the region. The second gives studies on political and 
cultural changes in the hills of Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal, Garhwal, and 
Ladakh, then continues briefly with Himalayan art, and finally describes 
surveying and mountaineering. The last section is devoted to an assess­
ment of dangers posed by tourism and industrial and economic develop­
ment. It explores the conflict between the deterioration of the environ­
ment and the struggle for existence of millions whose welfare depends 
on their mountain homes.

With so many authors and subjects, the book lacks unity. There are 
also omissions and overlaps. Unevenness too. Some chapters are more 
technical than others. There is however a useful bibliography. It is also 
good to have one volume which brings so much together in one place.

But the editing could have been more careful. Some mistakes are 
doubtless typographical errors, such as on page 333, where “all the 
four members were forced to bivouac in the open at the height of 9500 
m,” that is to say at 31,169 feet! On page 332 it states that the summit 
team was beaten back from an altitude of 8846 meters on 8848-meter 
Mount Everest. Peak altitudes often differ from the official heights and



sometimes differ from each other within a few pages. Nanda Devi is 
7817 m on page 311 and 7891 m on page 326. Kamet is 7756 m on 
page 311 and 7891 m on page 320. On page 306 it states that “Kenneth 
Mason noted in 1860 that a survey khalasi (peon) carried a signal pole 
to the top of Shilla Peak in the Zaskar Range, east of Spiti, at an 
altitude of 7092 m.” Obviously the “that” is misplaced, since Colonel 
Mason could not have noted anything 27 years before his birth. There 
is, however, an error of fact, since Shilla is now known to be 6191 
meters, as stated on page 319. Twice T. Graham Brown is credited as 
being leader of the 1936 Nanda Devi expedition, which he was clearly 
not. And as splendid as Sherpas normally are, on that expedition we 
did not have “six very experienced and reliable Sherpas.” Of the six, 
only two porters got as high as Camp II and that only once. The myth 
of Himalayan glaciers being the longest temperate valley glaciers of the 
world is again stated on page 140. As any American mountaineer 
knows, there are at least a dozen much longer ones in Alaska and the 
Yukon.

This is, however, nit-picking. The Himalaya, Aspects of Change is 
a very useful and provocative book.
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