
Mount Everest, Winter Attempt. Our expedition was led by Michel Metz­
ger and composed of Marc Batard, Alain de Blanchaud, René Ghilini, Yves 
Laulan, Michel Mabilon, Michel Piola, Jean Bourgeois, Pierre-Alain Steiner, 
Emmanuel Schmutz and me. We got to Base Camp on November 21 and 
acclimatized until December 1. After eight days’ work in the Khumbu Icefall, 
we got to 21,325 feet in the Western Cwm, but the icefall was in such bad 
shape that we asked for and were granted permission to change to the west 
ridge. Following the Yugoslavian route, we climbed to the Lho La in one day. 
We hauled loads with the Catalan winch, which was still in place. Camp I was 
in the col at 19,500 feet and Camp II at 23,000 feet. The winds were so strong 
that Batard and I could not get over 25,000 feet. Others wanted to make a final 
attempt. The Belgian Jean Bourgeois was accompanying four climbers on 
December 27 from the Lho La to Camp II. Fearing a headache and dizziness



were signs of an oncoming cerebral edema, he chose to descend alone. Want­
ing to lose altitude as quickly as possible and not daring to rappel from the Lho 
La, he descended on the Tibetan side, reaching finally the deserted, ruined 
Rongbuk Monastery and after several days the first village. Eventually he was 
taken to Shigatse, where he was interrogated. The authorities allowed him to 
proceed on January 11 and drove him to the Tibetan-Nepalese frontier at 
Kodari. Although winter floods had washed out a part of the road, he walked 
across this and caught a bus for Kathmandu. My companions had feared him 
dead in a crevasse and searched six days for him. After they had returned to 
Kathmandu, he finally turned up “from the dead.”
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