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Again bad weather drove us back several times. Four ropes were fixed on the
first part of the ridge, which varied from 60° to 80°. Snowfalls built up wind-
slabs. Finally, good but windy weather began on October 15. We left camp at
the foot of the ridge at midnight. At eight A.M. of the 15th, all six of us were
on the north summit (7057 meters, 23,153 feet). The wind, enormous cornices
and windslabs disuaded us from going on to the main summit.

FREDERIC FAURE, Club Alpin Frangais

Baruntse, North Summit. A four-man Netherlands team led by Joost Ubbink
attempted to follow the route of the French attempted in the spring of 1980 and
the Americans in the autumn of the same year, onto the north ridge from the
western side. Ubbink and Edwin van Nieuwkerk reached the 7057-meter
(23,153-foot) north summit in an alpine-style attempt on May 4. A decision
made three days earlier that the north summit would be enough was reinforced
by strong winds on the ridge to the main summit.

MICHAEL J. CHENEY, Himalayan Club, and ELIZABETH HAWLEY

Baruntse Attempt. A ten-person French expedition failed to climb Baruntse.
After establishing two high camps, the leader Robert Maudin, his wife Marie-
Claire and Pierre Robin reached a high point of 20,675 feet on October 11. The
climb was abandoned the next day because of too much deep snow.

MicHAEL J. CHENEY, Himalayan Club, and ELIZABETH HAWLEY

P 6730 and Nau Lekh. Our expedition went in seven days from Luklha via
the Hinku valley to the Hunku valley. Setting out from 16,400 feet in the Hunku
on October 21, Armin Rauter, Karl Brandstitter, Peter Breitegger, Sepp
Egarter, Volker Klammer, Walter Lackner, Fritz Leitner, Toni Lindermuth,
Reinhold Sepperer and I climbed Nau Lekh (6358 meters, 20,859 feet) in nine
hours. We ascended the west ridge in deep snow and great cold. We then moved
Base Camp to the Seto Pokhari (lake) at 16,550 feet. We set up Camp I on
October 23 at 18,375 feet at the foot of P 6730*. There were two routes taken
to Camp II at 20,350 feet on the southwest ridge: the direct ridge with 55° ice and
Grade III and IV rock or an easier line which ascended a rock ramp on the right
side of the ridge. Camp II was established on October 25. On the 28th a summit
attempt failed 500 feet from the summit in —30° C temperatures and strong
wind. On October 29 Egarter and Klammer completed the first ascent of P 6730
(22,080 feet). The Sherpas suggest that Phurba Seto Himal is the name of the
peak. On the seven-day return to Luklha, a sick climber had to be carried by the
Sherpas over the 19,000-foot Amphu Labtsa Pass.

KARL, PALLASMANN, M.D., Osterreichischer Alpenverein
*There is no doubt which peak this is. It lies four miles due south of Baruntse. In Erwin

Schneider’s excellent map, Khumbu Himal, it is given an altitude of 6670 meters. Other maps
give 6570 meters. The latest Nepalese altitude is given as 6730 meters.



