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1975. There’s further mystification when Wang Hong-Bo, of the same climbing
party, said he found the corpse of a long-dead Englishman at 8100 meters and
buried it in a crevasse—a story later denied by the party leader.

Rowell does not try to sort out what these stories mean. Nor does he try to
judge the good and bad features of the Chinese annexation of Tibet. He was not
in Tibet prior to 1979 and never saw the old Tibet; however, he sees and photo-
graphs the destruction of beautiful monasteries. He deplores this and the almost
complete annihilation of the once abundant wildlife, although domestic cattle
certainly now provide more meat for Tibetans. He may not realize that many
Tibetans who were urged or forced by the Chinese to kill wild animals believed
that the pressure was aimed at destroying their religion rather than aiding their
diet, for the Buddhist religion considers all life to be sacred.

The section on the Goloks, who live miles from what we consider civiliza-
tion, is gripping. Offhand, one might not think that we and the Goloks share
modern problems in common, but when a companion of Rowell’s checked some
fresh rain water for acid content in a small Golok village where much coal is
burned, he found a pH reading of 2.25, “one of the most acidic precipitation
samples ever recorded.” One world indeed!

ROBERT H. BATES

Nepal Himalaya. Shiro Shirahata. Yama-Kei Publishers, Tokyo, 1983. In the
United States, Heian International, P.O. Box 2402, South San Francisco.
232 pages. 115 full-page color plates (10" x 1412") with commentary on
each, map showing geographic positions and altitudes of 140 peaks, plus
introductory essay and photographer’s notes. Boxed. Price $75.

The superb pictures in this outstanding book are the result of three years of
arduous and dedicated effort, whose purpose it is to show the major peaks of
Nepal and as far as possible the variety and personality of each. Shirahata
separates his mountains into eight regions, marks their heights and locations on
amap and gives special information about each peak pictured, such as the routes
of ascent, expeditions involved or circumstances connected with the taking of
the photograph. This book is not only one of the most splendid collections of
photographs yet published of the Nepalese Himalaya but is also a pictorial
dictionary of Nepal’s mountains for anyone interested in climbing there. It
should be noted that it limits itself to the mountains themselves in all their stark
beauty. There are few foregrounds and no pictures at all of the people of the
country in all their rich variety. This important book, except for a brief intro-
duction, is about the mountains only and as such should be admired and used for
years to come. The superlative quality of the photographs and their superb
printing deserve special recognition.

RoBERT H. BATES and WALDO H. HOLCOMBE



