CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS, 1984 259

they needed at least another week to reach the summit. Sefiorita Macia set an
altitude record for Spanish women.

MIcHAEL J. CHENEY, Himalayan Club, and ELIZABETH HAWLEY

Lhotse Shar Attempt. On August 28 Base Camp was set up on the west bank
of the Imja Glacier, beneath the eastern flank of Island Peak at 17,000 feet. The
route to Camp I was begun on September 2 and lay up the rubble-covered glacier
and slopes on the eastern side of the col separating Lhotse Shar’s south spur from
Island Peak. From the col we made a northern traverse over a series of snowy
bumps, followed by a 70-foot abseil into the western flank which led to a glacial
shelf and the site of Camp I at 19,100 feet. This camp was finally established on
September 10 and work on the lower part of the south spur began. It was slow
work fixing rope on the crest of the spur in deep snow. Every day it snowed after
noon and the weather improved only after September 20. Over a number of days
we fixed rope to 22,000 feet and a 600-foot traverse left led to Camp II behind
a sérac. On the 24th Alan Burgess and I moved to Camp II and fixed 650 feet
more rope. We could see that we needed 1500 feet of additional rope, which we
would have to buy from the village of Pheriche. On September 26 Adrian Bur-
gess and Mike O’Donnel went to Camp II to continue fixing rope. At the high
point it became obvious that all the hard work which was still necessary for
establishing Camp IIT was too much for the physical strength and morale of our
small group. The team returned to Base Camp. Alan and Adrian Burgess then
decided to change to the southeast ridge of Lhotse Shar. After climbing quickly
to 21,000 feet, they encountered a serious sérac barrier which they felt would
require fixed rope for the descent. The two were not able to carry fixed rope and
so the expedition was abandoned on October 7.

PAuUL MOORES, Alpine Climbing Group

Everest West Ridge and Traverse. The Bulgarian Everest Expedition was
organized to honor the 40th anniversary of the Bulgarian socialist revolution and
the 80th anniversary of the foundation of the Bulgarian Revolutionary Trade
Unions. It consisted of Avram Avramov, leader, Christo Prodanov, deputy
leader, Ognyan Baldjiyski, Dr. Stayko Kulaksazov, Stefan Kalayanov, Metodi
Savov, Milan Milanov, Dimitar Bardarev, Slavi Dermandjiev, Trifon Djamba-
zov, Kantcho Dolapchiev, Kiril Doskov, Todor Grigorov, Lyubomir Iliev,
Georgi Imov, Kostas Kanidis, Zapryan Khorozov, Nikolay Petkov, Stamen
Stanimorov, Dinyo Tomov, Petko Totev, Ivan Valtchev, Doychin Vasilev and
Lyudmil Yankov. An advance group led by Prodanov of five Bulgarians, three
Sherpas and 40 porters arrived at Base Camp at 5350 meters on March 12 and
on the 13th they climbed to the Lho La, where they found the winch of the 1983
autumn American expedition. It was effective and was used even after a Bul-
garian winch was erected. The whole team reached Base Camp on March 18. A
particularly dry winter with little snow eased the work of establishing camps and



