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Pico del Castillo, Southwest Ridge. O ur party of six made on Decem ber 26 
the first Venezuelan ascent of this very fine peak located east of the divide in the 
Sierra Nevada de Cocuy. We used a combination o f routes to reach the south
west ridge, which had been previously used by Colom bians. We descended by 
rappels and reached our camp after 17 hours o f effort with alm ost no rest. Two 
women, Dora Ocanto and Ana Marí a Díaz, participated, together with C. Per- 
nalete, N. Rojas, J. Zambrano and me.
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