
Chimborazo, South-Southwest Face. Mike W oolridge and I visited the 
Ecuadorian Andes for tw o-and-a-half weeks over Christmas. The w eather was 
generally poor. We ascended Illiniza Norte, Carihairazo Este and over Decem ­
ber 30 and 31, 1984, a new 5000-foot route on the south-southwest face of 
Chim borazo (6267 meters, 20,563 feet). We bivouacked shortly below the sum ­
mit plateau. The climb had no special technical difficulties, slopes up to about 
50° with short steep sections through bergschrund walls. In the upper section 
there was some route finding through successive sérac barriers and some objec­
tive danger from sérac fall and avalanche-prone slopes. There was also a steep, 
fairly easy but loose rock band near the base of the route.
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