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Schullery, a former National Park Service seasonal naturalist/historian and the 
editor and/or author of several other books and numerous articles in outdoor- 
history journals, has here compiled accounts of fourteen selected explorations 
and ascents of Mount Rainier—plus a fabricated legend of an Indian’s ascent— 
prior to establishment of the National Park in 1899. The literary style of the 
1800s enhances the enjoyment of this thoughtful choice of accounts of those 
pioneering efforts, when the elements of discovery still prevailed in the first 
climbing done in the Pacific Northwest and in the new sport of mountaineering.

The volume begins with Dr. Fraser Tolmie’s 1833 botanical excursion into 
the northwestern foothills of the present National Park, where, accompanied by



several Indians, he became the first white man to enter the Park area and, 
probably, the first to document the existence of glaciers in the United States. 
Following this is the famous “Hamitchou’s Legend,” by young travel-writer 
Theodore Winthrop (author of The Canoe and the Saddle, 1862), who inter
weaves fiction with possible fact in his tale of an Indian’s quest for material 
riches (in clam shells) at the top of the mountain, but who learns the pitfalls of 
greed.

Next comes the story of the two unknown whites who, while surveying the 
boundary of the newly established Yakima Indian Reservation in about 1852, 
hired Saluskin, a young Yakima, to lead them through the foothills and the 
eastern base of the mountain. From, probably, a camp near the lower margins 
of the Winthrop Glacier, they left the Indian and made a one-day round-trip 
ascent. Although the whites never documented their achievement, there’s little 
reason to doubt the Indian’s verbal account, given years later, in 1915, to histor
ian Lucullus McWhorter.

The first well documented accounts of climbs on the mountain include those 
of Lt. A.V. Kautz in 1857, who got to within about four hundred feet of the 
summit, via the present Kautz Glacier, and the first formally recognized ascent 
to the peak’s summit, via the Gibraltar Route, in 1870 by P.B. Van Trump and 
Hazard Stevens (son of Washington’s first territorial governor). These two sto
ries were well told and widely read, and they provided the first detailed docu
ments of the entire journeys, from lowland forts and towns to the upper snows 
of the mountain. The accounts laid the groundwork— and showed the route— for 
a number of subsequent, late-1800 ascents of the mountain. Virtually all summit 
climbs in the next twenty years followed the Gibraltar Route, via an approach 
from the west along the Nisqually River valley and to timberline at Paradise 
Valley on the south. Among these are ascents described by George Bayley, a 
well travelled California mountaineer and frequent climbing companion of John 
Muir. With Van Trump, Bayley ascended the Gibraltar Route in 1883 and the 
Tahoma Glacier in 1892.

Some accounts describe rather casual trips made in a vacation spirit: ascents 
by neophyte mountaineers, who explored new approaches on the north and east 
sides of the mountain while on deer- and goat-hunting excursions. These led to 
climbs up the Winthrop Glacier on the northeast in 1884, documented by J. 
Warner Fobes, and an 1886 ascent partway up the Ingraham Glacier on the east, 
by a party of one white with a group of Indians, described by Allison Brown.

Completing the coverage are detailed descriptions of ascents, by John Muir 
(1888), by Fay Fuller (first woman to reach the top of Mount Rainier) in 1890, 
and by George Dickson (1892), Van Trump (1892) and Olin Wheeler (1894). 
All the accounts provide an atmosphere of exciting discovery of new lands and 
of both the beauties of the scenery and the labors and hazards of the climbs. 
Described are the many-day approaches through lowland forests and heavy 
undergrowth, battling mosquitoes, flies and yellow jackets, and eventually 
attaining timberline and open parklands that lead to the alpine world above.



These provide a sharp contrast to the stories of the modem mountaineer, who 
first touches the terrain at timberline parking areas and completes the adventure 
in two days.

These early chroniclers were disadvantaged by the lack of detailed maps and 
of formally accepted names of various geographic features. Several of the 
accounts fail to clearly define the routes taken above timberline. Nonetheless, 
these stories have provided the basis for some evidence of climatic changes that 
affect the mountain’s snowfields. Even Van Trump was confused by changes 
in the mountain between his ascent in 1870 and several subsequent climbs. To 
this reviewer, there might have been some benefit in including the more 
scientifically oriented account of the 1870 ascent of the Gibraltar Route (second 
ascent) by S.F. Emmons and A.D. Wilson, world-renowned geologists then 
working on the Geological Survey of the Fortieth Parallel.
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