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page, a climber wrote, “Six years ago this register dated back to 1935 and was
only half full. I"d like to know who the idiot was who removed it so that I could
have a few words with him.” Climbers will not tolerate stealing historic
summit registers. Possibly by increasing climber awareness in the area, the few
remaining registers will survive for our children to see. The bottom line is
LEAVE THE REGISTERS ON THE SUMMITS UNTIL THEY ARE FULL!
These registers are not meant to be removed until they are full and state so on
the very first page.

ROBIN INGRAHAM, JR., High Sierra Alpinists of Merced

Utah

Utah Desert Climbing. River Road Area: This is a local name for the
section of State Highway 128 that follows the Colorado River east from US
191 at the Colorado River Bridge in Moab. Rick’s Rotten Ramp. Rick Norman,
Mike Meyer, Brett Maurer and Christine Blackman ascended this left-sloping
ramp two crack systems right of Split Pillar in the River Road Dihedrals area
on July 26. (I, 5.7.) Frankin-Tony was climbed in May by Tony Valdes and
Steve Frank. The 70-foot route is on the rimrock above the River Road just
west of mile-marker 6. (I, 5.10d.) Fried Flounder is on the west face of Big
Bend Butte 7.5 miles up the River Road. The route is 350 feet right of the left
edge of the landform. Rappel slings are visible from below. (I, 5.10b.) Vivaldi
Pinnacle was first climbed by West Germans Franz Nebbe and Renate
Stockburger. The four-pitch route is 200 feet left of the notch between
Dolomite Spire and the right edge of Big Bend Butte. (II, 5.9, AO.) Grim
Reaper was climbed on March 24 by Benny Bach and Cameron Burns. The
route is 500 feet right of Dolomite Spire on the northeast side of the butte. (III,
5.10a.) The Scorpion was climbed by Harvey Carter and me on April 23. The
200-foot-high landform is in Richardson Amphitheater, east of mile-marker 23
on River Road. (Ill, 5.9.) Farewell to the Desert was climbed by Nebbe and
Stockburger. The four-pitch route makes the first ascent of the Rectory from
the east side. All other routes follow fracture lines on the mesa’s west walls.
The Rectory is immediately north of Castleton Tower (II, 5.8, A2.). Renate
Goes to Africa was climbed by Nebbe and Stockburger on August 19. It is 300
yards from the north end of the west face of the Convent (the mesa north of the
Rectory). (III, 5.8, A2.)

Potash Mine Road, Long Canyon Area: King’s Left Hand was climbed by
Bego Gerhard and Barry Miller on September 8. It is on the Potash Mine Road
(State 279 a mile north of the Colorado River bridge, north of Moab), 3% mile
upstream from “Indian Writings.” (I, 5.9.) King’s Right Hand was climbed
the same day by Tony Valdes, Paul Frank and Bob Milton. (I, 5.10.) Seam As
It Ever Was, 5.2 miles up the Potash Mine Road, was first climbed by Dan
Mannix and Alison Sheets. Rappel anchors are visible. (I, 5.11.) Last Tango
in Potash was climbed by Kyle Copeland and Sheets on November 30. The
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route is 4.5 miles from Highway 191. (I, 5.11+.) A Fistfull of Potash was
made by Charlie Fowler, Geoff Tobin and Tom Dickey. The route is the first
crack system right of the previous route. (I, 5.11.) Necro Dancer is on the
north side of Long Canyon 1% miles from Jug Handle Arch. (I, 5.10+.)
Dawn of an Error is left of Necro Dancer (I, 5.11.) Both were done on April
9 by Copeland and Sue Kemp. Rappel anchors are visible from below. Carter
Chimney was soloed by Harvey Carter in April. It is on the left side of
Maverick Buttress. (I, 5.9.) Five climbs on Maverick Buttress were done in
January by Charlie Fowler and Jack Roberts: Hor Toddy (1, 5.10b), Tequila
Sunrise (I, 5.10d), Gunsmoke (I, 5.11a), Miss Kitty Likes It That Way (I,
5.11d), Rawhide (1. 5.11d).

Fisher Towers: Road Kill is a new route on the north side of Cottontail
Tower and was climbed by Earl Wiggins, Art Wiggins and Katy Cassidy on
November 13. The 7-pitch, 750-foot route begins at the right of an obvious
buttress right of the original West Side Story route. (IV, 5.9, A4.) Phantom
Spirit was soloed by Jim Beyer on February 25 and 26. The route ascends the
east face of Echo Tower. (IV, 5.9, A3.) World’s End was also soloed by Beyer
in March. The 8-pitch climb begins 40 feet right of the Sundevil Chimney on
the southwest face of the Titan. (VI, 5.9, AS.)

Moab Area: Mill Levy was climbed on December 1 by Earl Wiggins, Katy
Cassidy and Dan Mannix. It is in the Airport Towers north of Moab and
ascends 230 feet in three pitches up an obvious line on the prow of rock across
from Echo Pinnacle at the entrance of Mill Canyon. (II, 5.11.)

Valley of the Gods: Eagle Plume Tower. The first ascent of the north face
of this 350-foot route was done in the spring by Chip Wilson and Steve
Bartlett. This route is on the opposite side from the original ascent line. (I,
5.4, A3.)

Texas Canyon: Texas Tower was first climbed on April 26 by Tim Toula
and Kathy Zaiser. It rises 650 feet and is a desert classic, rivaling Spider Rock
and Moses in beauty. (IV, 5.10+, Al.) Driving south on US 191 to State
Highway 95, you follow signs to Bridges National Monument and at the visitor
center you may get directions to the tower.

Indian Creek: There continue to be hundreds of ascents done each spring
and autumn in the popular Indian Creek area. The location of the following
routes requires a detailed topo of the region and thus they are listed only to
document their ascent. Detailed approach may be researched in the new Desert
Rock Guide, published in 1987 by the Chockstone Press of Denver. Wild
Works of Fire, on the Supercrack Buttress, by Austrian Martin Wilberger and
Swiss Romain Vogler (I, 5.11-); Digital Readout, by Alan Lester and Chip
Chace (I, 5.12); Zigi, by Chace and Monika Lou (IIl, 5.12); Fuel Injected
Hard Body, by Steve Petro and Kelly Moore (I, 5.12); Little Face Climb, on
the Supercrack Buttress, by Germans Michael Beuter, Carmen Moritz and
Christian Strasser (I, 5.11c); Christmas Tree, by Antonine Savelli and Teri
Kane (1, 5.12¢); Paragon Prow, by Stuart and Bret Ruckman (II, 5.11); North
Face of Six Shooter Peak, by Dave Dawson and Dave Insley (II, 5.9).
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Glen Canyon Recreation Area, Bathtub Butte: North Tower by Tom
Thomas and Dan Mathews. 360 feet, 4 pitches. (IIl, 5.11, A2.) Gunsight
Pinnacle by Thomas and Mathews. 360 feet, 4 pitches. (III, 5.11a.) Both are
on Bathtub Butte which appears on the USGS quad as P 6229, east of Fiddler
Butte.

ERIC BJORNSTAD

Arches National Park. The park experienced its busiest year both in tourist
visitation and climbing activity. A number of new routes were established on
its relatively dense Entrada Sandstone walls. The park continues to encourage
climbing (although a free permit is requested) and keeps an up-to-date
loose-leaf notebook of new climbs at the visitor center. Three Penguins.
Although it was originally climbed by Michael Kennedy and Molly Higgins in
1976, eleven years transpired before the second ascent was made in June 1987
by Tony Valdes and Sonja Paspal. Argon Tower had its first free ascent on
October 12 by Tim Coates and Bret Ruckman (5.11). Weapons of Love. This
140-foot route climbs the Sand Bag before traversing left 250 feet and
ascending to rappel anchors. The first ascent was made by Valdes and Kirk
Miller. (5.10d, A2.) Hall of Flame was put up by Kyle Copeland and Alison
Sheets. It is on the left side of the Candalabrum and climbs to the summit in
three pitches. The only aid is on the final moves. (I, 5.11c, A2.) Fledgling was
climbed on the 100-Yard Wall in January by Terre Lashier and Steve Swanke.
It is located two landforms left of the popular Doil route on the 100-Yard Wall.
Chris Begue and Scott Carsson made three new routes on the Park Avenue
West area of the park: Sand of a Beach (1, 5.10a), Black Celebration (I,
5.10c), and Many Miles Away (I, 5.11a). Copeland and Sheets climbed
Hamburger Hell on Headquarters Hill on December 1 (I, 5.11). This aesthetic
route is 100 yards left of the Libbus Maximus route. The Pickle is a 150-foot
spire between mile-markers 130 and 131, north of Moab, on US 191. Benny
Bach, Cameron Burns and Ethan Putterman made the first ascent from May 19
to 21 (I, 5.9, Al). Owl Rock, first climbed solo by Ron Olevsky solo in
February 1978, remains the most popular tower climb in the Arches. In March
1987 Italians Marco Ferrari and Patrizia Spadon climbed Ala Sinistra (Italian
for “Left Wing”; I, 5.11, A0). This difficult route is on the west face of the
tower, 20 feet left of the original ascent line. The same Italian pair also made
a new route on Off Balanced Rock. Camino is at the right side of the chimney
formed by the stout pillar-like structure on the north face (I, 5.10+). The
first-ascent line follows the crack system left of the pillar. Jim Beyer, solo,
established a fourth route on March 12 and 13 up the imposing walls of The
Organ. The northwest buttress ascends to the summit in seven pitches (IV,
5.10, A3+). Beached Whale-Whale of a Time was climbed by Chris Begue
and Alf Randell in April (I, 5.11a, A0). The route is south of the Eye of the
Whale formation in the Herdina Park region. In the remote Klondike Bluffs
four new routes were made in 1987. False Start was done by West Germans
Franz Nebbe and Renate Stockburger in the Marching Men area (I, 5.8, A2 +).



