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attempt. Between 6600 and 7600 meters on mixed ground with deep snow in the
couloirs, it took me only four hours. Two tents were put at Camp III at 7600
meters, but the next day we were pushed back down by a storm. After that, we
never had more than two or three days of continuous stable weather. Six attempts
during July went for nothing. Annie climbed to 6600 meters but had to abandon
because of an old knee twist. On August 8, Royer, Marsigny and I reached Camp
IV at 7950 meters above a 300-meter climb on very loose rock slabs. Bretin and
Valet, exhausted by ten weeks at altitude, had given up at Camp III. Unfortu-
nately a snowstorm coming from the southwest prevented our climbing the last
600 meters. Since the others didn’t want to try again, I decided to go alone. It
was an intimidating experience to be on a great mountain without the support of
companions. On August 14, I reached the beginning of the snow traverse at 8000
meters just above Camp IV and then descended to camp. In the morning I had to
escape from a blizzard. I waited one complete day at Camp II as the lower slopes
seemed dangerous. In a white-out I reached Base Camp on August 17. With 15
camels (two were lost coming to Sughet Jungal) we left and had some difficulties
crossing the Shaksgam River in flood.
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P 6903, Kunlun. Our expedition had as general leader Dr. Chotaro Naka-
jima, as climbing members Hironori Ito, Naoki Mohri, Hidetomo Shirai and
Masaharu Mutsuyoshi and me as climbing leader. The original plan was to start
from Kashi, go east via Yecheng, Mazar, Dahongliutan, Tianshuihai through the
Aksayquin heights and climb the virgin peak Qun Mustagh, but the water in the
river northeast of Goza Lake was unusually high. We then turned to P 6903
(22,648 feet), which lies upstream on the Cong Ce Glacier, 100 kilometers west
of Qun Mustagh. We placed Base Camp at the tongue of the glacier and three
more camps higher. On August 22, Ito and Mohri attacked the peak. Mohri had
just reached the summit when a big snowslide occurred. Mohri was carried
down 100 meters but Ito stopped him with the rope. We left Base Camp on
August 26.
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Syn Qing Feng Attempt. Karl Gerdes, Paul Tamm, Phil Peralta-Ramos, John
Owen, Jim Bennett and I headed for China’s Qinghai Province in April. We rode
trains for two days from Beijing to Xining, then trucks and jeeps for two days to
Golmud, and jeeps for three days over the Kunlun Pass, off-road past the long
mountains and great ice lakes of the Kunlun Range, finally arriving at the
compact mountain cluster of Syn Qing Feng. The name is Buka Daban in
Mongolian. This range had never seen a climbing team prior to this season. The
Chinese Mountaineering Association of Qinghai was by far the least competent
and most avaricious of the provincial Chinese mountaineering organizations.
They shortchanged the expedition on food and continually changed the written



