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The final 200 pages are a collection of Browne’s articles, some of which are
here published for the first time. Bates has selected a fine cross section to show
us the warmth, enthusiasm, and unassailable knowledge of this Renaissance
man. Whether describing dogs or how to outfit yourself, his keen observations
and yet another quality, essential for thriving in harsh environments, his sense of
humor come clearly into focus. Each story is to be read and savored before going
on to the next. When will a complete anthology be ready?

We will all have received the advance notice from the publisher by now. If
any copies of the first edition remain and you think you might want a copy, it
might be well to move quickly.

JouN E. WILLIAMSON

High Alaska: A Historical Guide to Denali, Foraker, and Mount Hunter.
Jonathan Waterman. The American Alpine Club, New York. 398 pages,
including 32 in color, 74 black-and-white route photographs, 38 other
photographs, ten maps, bibliography. $35.00.

Jonathan Waterman has produced in this book a history of the ascents of three
great mountains and a photographic guide to the different routes. He identifies
two dozen on Mount McKinley, or Denali as Alaskans prefer to name it, and ten
each on Foraker and Hunter. The special feature of the book is the superb group
of photographs, with routes outlined on them, most by Bradford Washburn.
Climbers who study these pictures should have no trouble with route-finding on
the mountains.

The book is basically a marriage of Washburn’s 50-year love affair with
North America’s highest mountain, and all the expertise that it produced, and
Waterman’s clear and careful organization and familiarity with the more recent
climbs. Both made new routes on these mountains, including Washburn’s
discovery of the West Ridge route on Denali. Waterman tells the story of each
route, starting with Alfred Brooks’ suggestion in 1903 of how Denali could be
climbed, and ending with routes made in the middle 1980s, with one or two
potential routes identified as unclimbed.

His stories indicate how many climbers, foreigners especially, like Cassin,
have underestimated how cold these mountains are. Much frostbite still occurs
among the 700 or so climbers who at present annually attempt to climb Denali.
Fewer than half reach the summit, 51 have died on the mountain, and there have
been hundreds of rescues.

My only criticisms of the book are that it lacks an index, and that the beauty
of some of Washburn’s great photographs is marred by their being printed across
the centerfold. Ideally, there could be a large supplement of unmarked photo-
graphs, as with Sella’s pictures of the Karakoram. Perhaps something of this sort
can appear in the future. One thing, however, is sure. This book is the best guide
to Alaska’s highest mountains that will appear in our generation.

ROBERT H. BATES



