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Koylu Ram had a tough time crossing the ice pinnacles. We reached the
four-kilometer-long plain near the Chong Kumdan Glacier. This advancing
glacier has blocked the flow of the Shyok a number of times in the past, forming
a huge glacial lake. Whenever the dam burst, it loosed giant floods in the Shyok
(River of Death), causing destruction and death for miles downriver. The last
such major flood was on August 16, 1928. We established an Advance Base on
the left moraine at 5040 meters, below the peak “Skyang.” In the short time we
had, we could only examine the eastern and southern aspects of Chong Kumdan
I (7071 meters). We placed a camp up a side glacier at 5540 meters. On August
14, we climbed to a 5900-meter pass, where I, nursing a recent fracture, had to
drop out. The views of Chong Kumdan I were both enchanting and threatening.
Samant, Devjani and Kolyu Ram climbed to the summit of “Chogam” (Box of
Holy Scriptures; 6250 meters, 20,506 feet), up firm, steep snow to a 30-foot
rock pinnacle at the summit. On August 15, Samant and Kolyu Ram climbed
“Stos” (Ibex; 6005 meters, 19,700 feet) to the east of Chong Kumdan I,
traversing below the slopes of Chogam. The next day Devjani and Yog Raj
climbed “Skyang” (Wild Ass; 5770 meters, 18,931 feet) up the southeast slopes
from Advance Base to the summit pinnacles. Our mules arrived on time and we
had a quick passage to Sasoma (August 22) and to Leh the next day. The area
northeast of the Saser La is absolutely barren. Weather in July was atrocious with
rain and clouds. August was better but colder.

HARISH KAPADIA, Himalayan Club

Rimo II and 1V. An Indo-International expedition, led jointly by Sonam
Palzor and Doug Scott, climbed Rimo II (7373 meters, 24,190 feet) and Rimo
IV (7169 meters, 23,520 feet). The Indian members were Sonam Palzor,
Tsewang Smanla, Kanhaiya Lal, Mohan Singh, a radio operator, a doctor and
Liaison Officer Rajiv Kakkar. The “foreigners” were Britons Doug Scott and
Nick Kekus, Canadians Rob and Laurie Wood, Austrian Robert Schauer, Amer-
ican Stephen Sustad and Indian Sharavati Prabhu. There were interminable
administrative delays and it was 19 days before they could leave Leh on June 16.
Schauer was so distressed that he left the expedition at Panamik on June 18. On
June 22, they arrived at Base Camp at 4200 meters on the North Terong Glacier.
The original objective was to have been first to climb the unclimbed west ridge
of Rimo III with fixed ropes and then for the “foreigners” to climb the also
unclimbed south buttress alpine-style. Advance Base was set up at 4750 meters
on June 28. Altercations had developed with some of the student porters who
quit but the liaison officer and Sonam Palzor got supply going with local men.
Rob Wood had severe chest pains and was obliged to leave. There was some
dissension when the Indians wanted to cross Ibex Col to repeat the
Fotheringham-Wilkinson route on the east of Rimo III, but the conditions for
crossing the col were bad. Camp I was placed at 5300 meters. There was much
new snow and it seemed preferable to the “foreigners” to switch to the west ridge
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RIMO II. Indian Route on left;
“Foreigners’” Route on right.
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of Rimo II, which actually is really a shoulder of Rimo I. The Indians preferred
a snow couloir between Rimo Il and III. They agreed for the Indians to climb the
couloir while the others would climb the technically more difficult but safer west
ridge. Then, all would meet at a notch below the final steep, rocky ridge and
continue on together. On June 10, Kekus and Sustad on one rope with Scott and
the two women on the other climbed the ridge to bivouac at 6000 meters. The
next day they ascended steep ice and rock gullies. Kekus and Sustad bivouacked
on the ridge crest at 6660 meters and the others three rope-lengths lower to
accommodate the expected arrival of the Indians. Having climbed the couloir,
the Indians were on the col lower down, ready to move out. On July 12, Kekus
and Sustad saw to their amazement that the Indians were not heading for the
notch, as had been agreed on, but were climbing instead the west-southwest
snow face of Rimo IV! Kekus and Sustad continued on upwards and at three
P.M. completed the first ascent of Rimo II. Laurie Wood had such a bad altitude
headache that she could not go on and Sharu Prabhu found the climbing too
technical, and so Scott had to give up the chance to go to the summit. The
Indians completed their ascent of Rimo IV, descended to the east and returned
via Ibex Col. This was the second ascent of Rimo IV, which was first climbed in
1984 by Indian Army Engineers. Scott, Kekus and Sustad then hoped to make an
alpine-style ascent of the south buttress of Rimo III, the original objective, but
unexpectedly, without consulting co-leader Doug Scott and the other “foreign-
ers,” Sonam Palzor cancelled the expedition, much to the distress of the
“foreigners.” There are disquieting reports of poor relations and troubles
between the two sides and foul language from the student porters brought from
Leh. The Nubra valley porters worked well with the expedition.

Mamostong Kangri, Third Ascent. Indian Army Engineers led by me
climbed Mamostong Kangri (“Thousand Devils Peak”) by the same route as the
Indo-Japanese expedition of 1984. A team of twenty climbers was supported by
nine others. We made a two-day approach march from Sasoma on the traditional
silk route. We established Base Camp at the snout of the Mamostong Glacier on
September 15. Two camps were placed on the Mamostong Glacier at 5100 and
5600 meters on July 18 and 25. We crossed a 5885-meter pass to the Thangman
Glacier and established Camp III at 6000 meters at the foot of the icefall from the
east ridge. We placed Camp IV on the east ridge at 6600 meters on August 6. It
took two days to secure the route to 7200 meters with soft snow all the way. On
August 10, Captain Gurdyal Singh, G.K. Sharma, Mewa Singh, Nanak Chand,
Thondup Dorjee and I reached the summit (7516 meters, 24,660 feet). A second
summit team led by deputy leader Major Y.C. Chhibber was beaten back by bad
weather on August 1. The team also climbed P 6235 (20,456 feet) and P 6190
(20,309 feet) above the Thangman Glacier on August 11 and 13.

M.P. YADAV, Major, Indian Army



