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Canadian Arctic

Tirokwa, Bilbo, Asgard, Auyuittuq National Park, Baffin Island. From June
20 to July 29, Nicholas D. Wood, Jonathan Ison, Ian Marriot, Sean Walsh and I
took part in the Leeds Baffin Island Expedition. We centered around Summit
Lake. To reach there, we took skidoos up the frozen Pangnirtung Fiord. This was
followed by numerous load carries. On June 28 Ison, Wood and Marriot pioneered
a route on the west face of Mount Tirokwa, up a 3500-foot-high obvious corner
gully. The bottom two-thirds was on good 5.6 to 5.7 rock. Then loose, broken
ground gave way to a snow-filled gully that led to the top. On July 3, Wood, Ison
and I made the first ascent of the central buttress on the south face of Mount Bilbo,
some 25 pitches of 5.6 and 5.7. The top three pitches were very icy. On July 7,
Wood, Marriot and Ison climbed the Swiss route on Asgard (5.4 to 5.5). We also
attempted the north face of Breidablik, the southeast ridge of Adluk and a route on
Loki but were turned back by a combination of bad weather and ill health.
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Breidablik, Asgard and Other Peaks, Cumberland Peninsula, Baffin Island.
Our German Alpine Club (DAV) Training Expedition was active on Baffin Island
from June 30 to August 18. We established our Base Camp on the southeast bank
of the Weasel River at the foot of the west side of Mount Thor. We believe that
all climbs we completed were new routes. Fritz Mussner, Wolfgang Wahl,
Thomas Holzmann and Johannes G&ppl climbed the 500-meter high north
buttress of Breidablik with a bivouac on the route. On July 19, Robert Tanner
and Jorn Eysell climbed a 450-meter-high route on the south face of the south
tower of Asgard. On July 20 and 21, Franz Perchtold, Andy Fuchs, Wahl and I
made a partially new route on the 1000-meter-high east face of the north tower
of Asgard. We followed the Scott route for eight pitches and then deviated to the
left up a crack system that led directly to the summit. On July 27, Eysell,
Holzmann and Goppl climbed the 450-meter-high south face of an unnamed
peak, which we called “Mount Annie.” To get to this peak we hiked up the Fork
Beard Glacier and turned to the left up the second valley. At the head of the
valley, one can see the rock face and a beautifully curved snow ridge on the left.
Our last new climb was on the second peak to the right of the Fork Beard Glacier
behind Mount Thor; we called it the “Chinese Tower.” This 50° to 60° ice climb
was first done by Perchtold and Giinter Bahr and repeated later by Mussner,
Wahl, Holzmann and G6ppl. We also made two unsuccessful attempts. Perch-
told, Bahr, Fuchs and I attempted to repeat the 1986 Refern route on the
1500-meter-high granite face of Mount Thor but gave up after 400 meters
because of objective danger. Perchtold, Bahr and I tried to climb the direct north
buttress of Mount Tyr but quit after climbing 250 meters because compact slabs
prevented access to a crack system unless we drilled many bolts.
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