
Mount Everest, Illegal Attempt. Frenchman Marc Batard has become so 
enmeshed in controversy with the Nepalese authorities that there is doubt that he 
will ever return to Nepal to climb again. He gained fame in September, 1988 by 
achieving what is still the fastest ascent of Everest, 22 hours and 29 minutes, 
from Base Camp at 5350 meters to the summit at 8848 meters via the normal 
South Col route. This was not a solo climb, for there were a number of other 
climbers at various points, and indeed several of them went to the top before him 
on his own summit day. He went to Everest’s summit a second time in October, 
1990 in an unsuccessful attempt to become the first person to climb Everest and 
Lhotse in the same day. Unfortunately, Batard manages to quarrel with other 
climbers. In that expedition there was a dispute between him and a Nepalese 
woman, Mrs. Pasang Lhamu Sherpa, whose ambition was to become the first 
Nepalese woman, and the twelfth woman from any nation, to surmount Everest. 
In late September, she left the mountain in great anger, claiming that Batard had 
stopped her from going to the summit from their highest camp. He has stated—  
and so have climbers from another expedition who were also at the high 
camp— that she was not strong enough at that time to reach the top. However, 
according to Batard, he invited her to join him in a second attempt soon 
afterwards, but she refused to continue climbing. Her husband, the head of a 
trekking agency in Kathmandu, lodged with the Nepalese Ministry of Tourism a 
protest against a foreigner’s forcibly preventing a Nepalese woman from climb
ing a Nepalese mountain. Stories went around Kathmandu that Batard had 
manhandled her, even beaten her— all charges he has consistently denied.



Batard came to Nepal again this spring to try once more to try for a double 
Everest-Lhotse success, to reach Everest’s summit late on an afternoon, spend 
the night there, descend the next day to the South Col and climb Lhotse. In 
Kathmandu he understood from a Tourism Ministry official that permission was 
again promised, and he went to the mountain. He climbed to 8200 meters on 
May 1, but strong winds stopped him and he retreated for a rest at Base Camp. 
There, he learned that he had not in fact been granted a climbing permit, and 
therefore he abandoned his climb. It is not clear why he had not received 
permission. However, for having climbed without an official permit, Batard is 
liable to be banned from entering Nepal for five years or from mountaineering 
activities in the country for as much as ten years. Whether the authorities will 
actually take action against him is not yet known, but the matter has become 
irrelevant. On his return from Everest, he stated, “I have been very badly 
victimized in Nepal this time by those making charges and withholding my 
permit. So, with my heartfelt salutation to those brave and powerful people in 
Nepal, I have decided to cancel all my future climbing activities in Nepal.” He 
had planned to return to Everest in the autumn, but to those who were scheduled 
to climb Everest with him later this year, he would offer to go with them to a high 
mountain of their choice in South America or Pakistan.
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