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6:15 A.M. on the 30th. Balyberdin and Bukreev attained the summit without
supplementary oxygen on October 7, while Cooney turned back at the Hillary
Step. Giutashvili, 54-years-old, and I summited with oxygen on October 10 at
5:20 P.M. On the descent, Giutashvili collapsed in blowing snow and darkness
at 8:05 P.M. I dug a snow hole for him, left the remaining oxygen and stumbled
to the South Col, where I had seen a light. After four hours and several forays,
Kopieka and Klimin, who had been waiting out the storm, managed to locate
Giutashvili and carry him back to the col uninjured. Upon return to Kathmandu,
Giutashvili announced that he had had the use of only one lung since the age of
10. Bukreev and Balyberdin had as their goal the establishment of a new Everest
record by ascending the 3500 vertical meters to the summit from Base Camp and
returning in less than 24 hours. They wanted to break the French climber Marc
Batard’s record of 22 hours and 29 minutes. After their summit climb, Bukreev
set out on October 12 at five P.M., climbed through the night and managed to
reach 8300 meters at eight A.M. before terrible winds forced him to retreat. He
was safely back in Base Camp 24 hours after he had left it. Balyberdin took 17
hours on October 17 to cover the same distance. When he left Base Camp alone
at six A.M., he actually intended only to go part way up and bring down a tent
and other gear, but when he saw how fine the weather was, he kept on going. He
was climbing without crampons which he thought he would not need when he set
out. When he reached 8300 meters at eleven P.M., he found it impossible to go
higher on the very hard snow and in gusting winds without crampons. He
stopped and spent the night in a thin sleeping bag and a thin down jacket. At
daylight, he descended, safe and well—with no frostbite!
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Everest and Examples of Self-Sacrifice. A Spanish expedition led by Juan
Carlos Gémez sucessfully completed the ascent of Everest on October 6 when
José Antonio Garcés, Francisco José Pérez and Rafael Vidaurre reached the
summit from the South Col. Gémez stated that he was clearly bemused by the
French group led by Denis Pivot, which he described as not really a team but a
collection of individuals, each doing his own thing. Although he did not
explicitly say so, he clearly has a different philosophy and his party closely
supported each other. An Australian climber commented with some amazement
how one Spaniard, Lorenzo Ortas, carried two oxygen bottles to 8500 meters
where he deposited them, not for his own use but for that of his teammates to
enable them and not him to reach the summit. The leader G6mez did not quite
reach the top because when he was on the Hillary Step, he met Vidaurre, who
was beginning his descent but was now nearly blind because of sun and wind
blowing into his eyes. Vidaurre was weeping in his distress and begged G6mez
to help him down. Gémez did not tell him to wait for a bit while he went to the
nearby summit but immediately abandoned his summit bid and helped his friend
descend without any accident.

EL1ZABETH HAWLEY



