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K2 Attempt. Our expedition was composed of Bernd Arnold, Roland Mattle,
Thomas Miigge, Steffen Otto, Dr. Walter Treibel, Thomas Tiirpe, and me as
leader. We attempted the Abruzzi Ridge after arriving at Base Camp on May 23.
The weather was bad in the whole Karakoram from May to July. Of the 58 days
we had after getting to Base Camp, there were only 15 days of good weather. We
reached the shoulder of K2 first on June 15 and left supplies for a later summit
attempt. We were back on the shoulder on July 7 but had to leave immediately
because the large amount of snow made avalanche danger too great. The
mountain never gave us a chance.

SIGI HUPFAUER, Deutscher Alpenverein

K2 Artempt. Gary Ball and I received permission to climb the Abruzzi Spur
of K2 in May due to the late cancellation of another team. We arrived at Base
Camp in early July and established just one fixed camp at 6800 meters above
House’s Chimney. During the climb we benefited from fixed rope left by Sigi
Hupfauer’s German expedition, but also climbed on rope in the Black Pyramid
which we had fixed three years earlier! The 1990 clean-up expedition, which did
a marvelous job of tidying up Base Camp, did little to improve our safety as we
encountered many ropes and anchors which had simply been cut and not
removed. We climbed alone on the route for five weeks, indeed a rare pleasure
despite the usual intermittent K2 weather. After bivouacking at 7300 and 7500
meters, we reached the edge of the shoulder at 7600 meters on August 15 but
retreated in deep snow, concerned about the threat of avalanches from the
unstable snow pack.

ROBERT HALL, New Zealand Alpine Club

Masherbrum Attempt. A British expedition led by David Hamilton
attempted to climb Masherbrum but apparently was unsuccessful. Details are
still missing.

Masherbrum I1. Masherbrum II (c. 7200 meters, 23,622 feet) had previously
been climbed only once, by Italians in 1988 on the southeast ridge. After
approaching from Hushe, we established Base Camp on August 31 at the
junction of the Bolux and Masherbrum Glaciers. We headed up the glacier until
it bifurcated at a grassy knoll. We climbed the knoll and a rock valley and
returned to the glacier where it dog-legged east into a wide couloir. On the top of
the couloir in a rocky col, we placed Camp I at 5200 meters. We traversed east
for 200 meters to an icy couloir where we were threatened by rockfall. The
couloir widened into an icefield, which we climbed to the rim of a basin at 6000
meters. A 400-meter traverse due south brought us to a heavily corniced ridge
which led to the foot of the summit pyramid, where we placed Camp II at 6400
meters. A shallow rib took us past two séracs on our right. We then climbed
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directly to the summit, arriving on the east ridge, 50 meters from the top. A
huge, overhanging mushroom surrounded the summit. This we surmounted with
the use of aid. On September 11, Victor Radvills, Ewen Todd, Rob Spencer,
Dave Little, Andy Mayers, Norman Croucher and I reached the summit,
followed the next day by Argentine Miguel Helf, Graham Lipp and Ian Swar-
brick. On the 12th, Dr. Christine Patterson took a 200-foot fall in the couloir
above Camp I and suffered severe bruising. Nonetheless, on the 13th she
accompanied Duncan Talbot, Mark Neave and Terressa Booth to the summit.

MARK MILLER, Out There Trekking, England

Great Trango Tower, Northeast Buttress. The northeast buttress of the Great
Trango Tower was successfully climbed by Norwegians Hans Christian Doseth
and Finn Doeli in 1984 but tragically they both died during the descent. Despite
various tries, the climb was not repeated until the Japanese made a variant in
1990. Four Spaniards, Koldo Bayona, Miguel Berasaluce, Adolfo Madinabeitia
and Antonio Miranda, approached the region, the first two having the Nameless
Tower in mind and the latter two, the Norwegian route on the Great Trango
Tower. The road is now complete as far as Askole, but in late July, it was cut and
they had to complete the trek to Askole on foot with porters. From there, they
continued on to establish Base Camp at 4000 meters on the Dunge Glacier. They
carried loads up the threatened corridor to Camp I at the foot of both towers.
Bayona decided to leave the expedition and so all three turned to the Great
Trango Tower. On August 15, they began their attack on the buttress. After
climbing ten pitches and 450 meters, they established Camp II. From there, they
followed the 11-pitch Japanese variant. The cracks, dihedrals and vertical rock
were as often as not encased in ice. On August 20 at the 18th pitch, the weather
turned sour but they sat out a five-day storm in Camp II. By August 28, they had
climbed 28 pitches and were 950 meters above the base of the buttress. They
climbed another 150 meters and established Camp III, just below the formidable
summit tower. A storm on September 1 again coated the tower with ice. They
began the climb of the summit tower on the 2nd, finding extraordinarily difficult
rock work. Despite leader falls and such, they persisted. Finally, on September
10, they completed the 41st pitch and arrived on the summit after 28 days on the
mountain. The descent took them two more days. A full report with photos, map
and topo appears on pages 35 to 45 of Desnivel, N° 68, December, 1991.

Broad Peak. Again this year there were a number of expeditions to Broad
Peak (8047 meters, 26,400 feet), only three of which were successful. A
Japanese expedition from Tokyo University led by Keijiro Hayasaka repeated
the standard route. Leader Hayasaka, Toshimasa Yawata, Isao Ogasawara,
Masanori Sato and Taro Tanikawa climbed to the summit on July 12. A
20-member international commercial expedition, organized by Himalayan
Kingdoms and led by Stephen Bell, was formed of 13 Britons, two Finns, two



