CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS, 1991 249

reached the summit. A six-member Swiss expedition was led by Nicole
Niquille, the only woman of the group. Having followed the standard route, on
June 28 Philippe Menu, Félix Thurlir, Christian Haymoz and Pakistani porter
Ali Mohammad reached the summit. During the descent, Menu and Thurlir had
a fall toward the Chinese slope, fortunately without serious consequences. A
South Korean expedition succeeded in placing four on the summit by the
standard route. On July 19, climbing-leader Kim Chang-Seon, ahead of his
companions, got to the summit alone, followed a few hours later by three others.
A second South Korean expedition, led by Han Sang-Kook, also made the
ascent. On July 20, the summit was reached by five climbers. An eight-member
American expedition was led by David Mention, who had to return home in the
early stages of the expedition. The rest of the team left Base Camp on June 23
after two of their members had reached the site of Camp IV at 7500 meters. An
eight-member international expedition led by Adrian Burgess (a Briton living in
the United States) included his American sister-in-law Sarah Rogers, Briton
Paul Moores, Swedes Mikael Reuterswird, Oscar Kihlborg and Johan Lagne,
and Catalan women Magda Nos and Ménica Verge. During the early stages of
the attempt, Moores fell into a deep crevasse in the icefall and was held
precariously at the end of the rope by Burgess; he suffered injuries to his leg.
Later, on June 18, Kihlborg and Lagne reached a high point of 7800 meters. On
June 28, Moores and an Austrian of Studer’s group managed to get to 7700
meters. The expedition was left first by the three Swedes and then by Moores and
Monica Verge. A last attempt by Burgess ended at Camp II. The three remaining
climbers left Base Camp on July 15. An Austrian expedition led by Wilfried
Studer had to give up its attempt on July 13. As mentioned above, one of its
members reached 7700 meters with Moores. Four Americans led by Dave
McNally got to Camp III at 7000 meters. Eleven French climbers led by
Jean-Pierre Fedele had to give up their attempt at 7500 meters on August 18
because of bad weather conditions they had encountered since their arrival at
Base Camp a month earlier.

XAVIER EGUSKITZA, Pyrenaica, Bilbao, Spain

Latok I North Ridge Attempt. Our objective was to make the first ascent,
alpine-style, of the 2500-meter-high north ridge of Latok I (7145 meters, 23,452
feet), so nearly climbed in 1978 by Jim Donini, Mike Kennedy, Jeff Lowe and
George Lowe. (See AAJ, 1979, pages 24-28.) We were New Zealander Andrew
MacFarlane, Britons Carol McDermott, Andrew MacNae and me. We set up
Base Camp at the junction of the Panmah and Choktoi Glaciers on June 5. After
acclimatization trips and sitting out bad weather, we eventually set foot on Latok
on July 10. The crest of the lower buttress was crowned with snow mushrooms
and after a day of struggling up rotten slabs, we elected to retreat and tackle the
ice gully just east of the buttress in order to expedite our objective of a rapid
ascent. Unfortunately, during the retreat, MacFarlane was struck by a freak
rockfall and we had to return with him to Base Camp. A storm began the next
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morning. We were back on the mountain on the 17th. At 5150 meters, MacNae
became ill and so we descended to Advance Base. After a day’s rest, McDermott
and I returned to the mountain. By midday, we had topped out of the ice gully
above the rock buttress but because of snow conditions had to stop for the night
on a snow mushroom at 5350 meters. The next day, progress up the snowfield
was made possible by cloud cover, We bivouacked in ice buckets at 5880 meters
at the start of the main central buttress. By two A.M. a fresh storm had engulfed
us. We made the decision to retreat. Fifteen hours and 32 abseils later, we
reached safety. On July 25, we vacated Base Camp.

DAvID K. WILLS, North London Mountaineering Club

Snow Lake Peaks and Hispar Sar. New Zealanders Dave Bamford, Matt
Comeskey, John Cocks, John Wild and I with liaison officer Major Arif Khan
spent July and August climbing in the Lukpe Lawo (Snow Lake) region during
a Biafo-Hispar traverse. We placed Base Camp at 4780 meters at the foot of the
rock spur on the northern side of the junction of the Sim Gang Glacier with
Lukpe Lawo. The voracious bears did visit us but proved more of an amusement
than an inconvenience. This does, however, appear to be their furthest recorded
incursion up the Biafo. From a camp at the northwestern head of the Sim Gang,
an unnamed peak of about 5950 meters was climbed and another of about 6000
meters turned us back because of deep loose snow. We returned to Base Camp
via a col leading to the most easterly feeder of Lukpe Lawo. We crossed the
Khurdopin Pass and from a camp in the upper névé of the East Khurdopin
Glacier all of us climbed via its southeast spur the highest and most elegant peak.
It is about 6500 meters high and the height of 6858 meters on the new SFAR map
is incorrect. On the return to Base Camp, a peak of about 5990 meters immedi-
ately south of Tahu Rutum was climbed from the Tahu Rutum Glacier. We
visited a number of side glaciers and minor peaks and climbed Workman Peak
(c. 5885 meters) by the west ridge. Skis were used to access all peaks. We then
crossed into the upper Hispar and failed in two attempts to climb virgin Hispar
Sar (c. 6400 meters). The first, via the north face from the Khani Basa Glacier,
was turned back at 5850 meters by slab avalanche conditions. The second, from
the glacier immediately down valley from the Khani Basa, was frustrated by a
dangerous icefall. We continued down the Hispar to partake of the pleasures of
Hunza.

JOHN NANKERVIS, New Zealand Alpine Club

Makrong Chhish Attempt and Tragedy. Steve Hillen, Mike Penlington, Dave
Tyson and I traveled on June 16 with three jeeps along the Karakoram Highway
from Gilgit to Nagar. At Nagar, 30 porters were hired. The jeeps continued to
Huru, the furthest jeepable settlement along the road to Hispar. The walk-in
began the following day and went past Hispar and on the north side of the Hispar
Glacier to Bitenmal, where Base Camp was established in sight of unclimbed



