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fair amount of technical 5th-class climbing. On April 10, we reached the summit
in twelve hours. The technical crux was the steep, wide crack (5.9) that splits the
base of the White Tower. On the upper glacial headwall and past the Dablam it
was exceptionally dry and we found hard, brittle ice. Before leaving Base Camp,
we made a thorough sweep of the surrounding area, collecting trash. When we
arrived at Park Headquarters with two duffels of old cans, we were escorted to
the superintendent who graciously thanked us and gave us a certificate of
appreciation! This seems to be a rare occurrence. When we also donated our
$5.00 “garbage deposit” to the clean-up fund, they were even more pleased.
Most teams forfeit their deposit rather than bringing back their trash. I hope
more expeditions will support the clean-up effort.

DAvID NETTLE, Unaffiliated

Ama Dablam, Post-Monsoon Ascents, Attempts and Tragedy. As has been
the case in past post-monsoon years, many expeditions head for Ama Dablam
(6812 meters, 22,349 feet). In 1992, they completed the 100th to the 112th
ascents. Except for where noted, the route of ascent was the southwest ridge. A
British expedition led by Henry Todd was also accompanied by two Poles. The
summit was reached by Pole Ryszard Pawlowski and Briton Jeff Lakes on
October 24, by Pawlowski again, Alec McNab, Paul Roberts, Phil Clark, leader
Todd and Pole Krzysztof Pankiewicz on November 1 and by Ian Cotgrove and
Pawlowski for the third time on November 7. A French party of 11 French
climbers and an Italian was led by Daniel Petraud and Jean-Jacques Rolland.
Leader Petraud and Pierre Blanchard got to the top on October 24, Gilbert
Lombard and Mlle Marie Sangnier on the 25th and Eric Bérard and Petraud
again on the 27th. American Peter Athans, who led 14 Americans, accompanied
the French to the summit on October 24, while Scott Cole, Jason Keith and Todd
Burleson got there on November 7. Frenchman Jean-Noél Roche led another
Frenchman, 4 Americans, 2 Belgians and 2 Italians. Roche with Americans
Timothy Gill and Richard Southwell reached the summit on October 25,
followed on October 28 by Roche again and Italians Pierluigi Avataneo and
Mauro Gaido. Tragically Belgian Karine van Dooren died in a fall. Nine
Spaniards were led by Lluis Giner. On October 26, leader Giner, Tomés Bravo,
Sergi Martinez, Manuel de la Motta and Diego Fernandez got to the top,
followed on November 4 by Carlos Bravo and de la Matta again. Laurent Terray,
leader of a four-man French expedition, climbed to the summit on November
12. The only successful group not to climb the normal route, 3 Australians and
2 Canadians led by Richard Howes, ascended the southeast ridge and descended
the southwest ridge. On November 1, Australian Richard Howes, Matt Godbold
and Ray Vran and Canadian Kobus Bardard reached the top. Three unsuccessful
expeditions attempted the northeast ridge. They were 6 Britons, an American
and a Norwegian led by Malcolm Duff (high point: 6170 meters on October 10),
2 Italians led by Renzo Turri (high point: 5350 meters on October 13) and 3
Swiss led by Beat Baumann (high point: 6000 meters on October 15).
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