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four expeditions [see above], including Scott McKee and me, arrived at High
Camp. The Mountain Gods favored us with a clear, windless day on August 2.
We all summited at about five P.M. The combined effort of all to overcome the
bad snow conditions was largely responsible for our success. After a long
18-hour day we stumbled into High Camp in the dark.

DAviD HAMBLY

Broad Peak Attempt and Ghondokhoro La. An Himalayan Kingdom expe-
dition was led by Welshman Martin Barnicott with climbing leader Russell Brice
from New Zealand. The clients were Italian Fulvio Fresia, Canadian Dr. Stuart
Hutchinson, Finn Mikko Valanne, Englishman David Craven, Romanian Con-
stantin Lacatusu and I as the lone American. After crossing a broken bridge in
Dassu and later, after rebuilding a washed out road, we left the roadhead,
Askole, on June 18 and arrived at Base Camp beneath the standard west-spur
route of Broad Peak on June 23. We established Camps I, II and III at 5800, 6700
and 7300 meters on June 28, July 2 and 8. After a few days of rest at Base Camp
during inclement weather, we returned on July 15 to the site of Camp III, which
had disappeared, presumably in an avalanche. We abandoned the climb due to
the deep and unstable snow. Lacatusu remained behind, joined an American
expedition and reached the summit of Broad Peak in early August. Leaving Base
Camp on July 22, we hiked out over the Ghondokhoro La (35°39'0"N,
76°29'30"E) and arrived in Hushe on July 25. In 1911, the Workmans visited the
Ghondokhoro Glacier and determined that no pass led to the Baltoro Glacier.
The 1955 Harvard expedition came to the same conclusion. However, Sirdar
Mohammad Fakhar-ul-Haq led trekkers across it in 1989. Since then a number
of expeditions and trekking groups have crossed the pass, which I found to be a
simple route. We ascended the western branch of the Vigne Glacier to where my
altimeter read 5730 meters. The southern side had some steep loose rock and
scree, leading to the northern lateral moraine of the Ghondokhoro Glacier. The
porters from Hushe crossed the pass without undue difficulty.

ROBERT J. SECOR

K2. A full article on the Russian-American expedition to K2 with additional
details about the Mexican-New Zealander-Swedish expedition and Chantal
Mauduit of the Swiss expedition appears earlier in this Journal.

K2, Mexican-New Zealander-Swedish Attempt and Tragedy. A ten-member
international expedition was composed of Mexicans Ricardo Torres, leader,
Héctor Ponce de Ledn, Adrian Benitez and Berta Ramirez, New Zealanders Rob
Hall, Gary Ball and Marty Schmidt and Swedes Johan Lagne, Oscar Kihlborg
and Mickael Reuterswird. Base Camp was occupied on June 28 and a long siege
of the Abruzzi Ridge took place in cooperation with the Russian-American



