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expedition. As a diversion from the main attack, Ponce de Le6n and Lagne made
a foray onto Broad Peak, reaching the foresummit on August 5. On August 13,
Torres, Ponce de Ledn, Benitez, Hall, Ball, Lagne and Kihlborg reached Camp
IV at 8000 meters. On August 14, Torres and Benitez decided to descend
because of deteriorating weather. Just below the shoulder, at 7775 meters,
Benitez fell to his death when a ski pole they were using as a rappel anchor pulled
out. On August 15, on hearing the news of the accident, Ponce de Le6n, Lagne
and Kihlborg gave up the attempt, leaving only Hall and Ball with the three
Americans of the Russian-American expedition at Camp IV to make a summit
attempt on August 16. While the Americans reached the summit, the two New
Zealanders had to quit at the top of the Bottleneck at 8300 meters. Despite their
using supplementary oxygen, Gary Ball had fallen ill as a result of pulmonary
emboli. They withdrew to Camp IV where his condition became much worse.
Rob Hall and the descending Americans managed in three days to bring him
back to Base Camp, from where he was evacuated by Helicopter to Skardu.
[More details are found in the full article above in this Journal.] During the
course of the expedition, a human foot was found inside its sock and boot. The
old type of crampon and the nailed boot suggest that the foot must have been that
of Dudley Wolfe lost in 1939.
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K2, Swiss Attempt. A Swiss expedition consisting of Peter Schwitter, leader,
Beat Ruppen, Norbert Huser, Rupert Ruckstuhl and Frenchwoman Chantal
Mauduit made an attempt on the Abruzzi Ridge of K2 that ended at 7400 meters
in late July due to bad weather. When the expedition left Base Camp, Mauduit
joined the Russian-American expedition and reached the summit of K2 on
August 3. [See the full article above in this Journal for more details.] Mauduit
had just previously made an unsuccessful attempt on Everest.

XAVIER EGUSKITZA, Pyrenaica, Bilbao, Spain

K2 Attempt. Wojciech Kurtyka and I had hoped to climb a new route on the
west side of K2. We got to the normal Base Camp at 5100 meters on May 26. The
route to Advance Base at 6200 meters is very long and we had engaged two
porters to help carry to it. They quit after two hours, leaving the job to us two. On
June 4, we reconnoitered toward the foot of the face to 6400 meters but gave up
because of avalanche danger and windslab. The weather was also unfavorable.
On June 9, we abandoned the attempt.
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P 6940 Attempt and Ascent of Peak Near Skilbrum. A seven-man Japanese
team led by Tadakiyo Sakahara had originally been planning to climb Gasher-
brum II, but they suffered such delays in Islamabad that when they arrived at the



