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Baltoro Glacier, they realized they did not have sufficient time. They established
Base Camp at Gore on August 8 and Advance Base at the head of the Biange
Glacier at 4740 meters on August 11. The next day, Sakahara, Kouji Matsui,
Shinji Chiba and Toshiyuki Kitamura climbed to the 6010-meter col on the ridge
west of Skilbrum and continued to the left up another peak, the summit of which
they reached at 6:30 that night. They returned to bivouac in the col. The
following day, they attempted to climb P 6940 but were too exhausted to
complete the climb.

K7 Attempt. Italians F. Arneodo, M. Bozzolan, D. Longata, S. Rossi and D.
Sacchetti attempted to climb K7 (6935 meters, 22,753 feet) via a new route, the
southwest spur, from the Charakusa Glacier. Bad weather kept them from
getting higher than 4700 meters, after climbing 400 meters on excellent granite.

Trango Nameless Tower. There is a full article earlier in this Journal on the
remarkable ascent of this spire, which came close to being a tragedy when a huge
section of the mountain fell to its base.

Trango Nameless Tower. On August 13, Cho Dukkyu, Cho Chonghwan, So
Hoyoung and I completed the ascent of the Slovene route on the Nameless
Tower. The other two members of our expedition were leader Sunwoo Choongok
and Kim Cheol. After driving to Askole thanks to the new bridge, we walked to
Base Camp at 4000 meters in three days. The porters made a sit-down strike
rather than marching up the Trango Glacier. After several days of heavy rain, we
carried to Advance Base at 5200 meters. The steep snow-filled gully made the
carrying dicey. On July 29, climbing started in earnest. Because of the wet
weather, there was much water and ice. In the next five days, we established
Shoulder Camp at 5500 meters, having climbed 19 pitches despite occasional
falling ice. On August 4, we moved rapidly on a summit attempt. In the upper
section, we experienced icier conditions. On the 22nd pitch, only 200 meters
from the summit, a nasty storm forced retreat to the shoulder. Four days later,
low on food, we descended to Base Camp. Since the porters were coming back
on the 13th, on August 11 we decided on a final summit blitz and climbed to the
shoulder. The next day we got back to our high point. On the 24th pitch, icy
conditions produced A2 to A4 difficulty. We feared we were without adequate
gear, but five bolts were found in a side pocket; we used three on this pitch. On
the 25th pitch, I was hit on the shoulder by a falling rock, ruining my down
jacket. We retreated to bivouac without sleeping bags on the 24th pitch. On
August 13, climbing went smoothly in the Grey Area. After climbing the
ice-choked chimney on the 30th pitch, we reached the summit at 1:30 P.M.

CHU YOUNG, Southern California Korean Alpine Club

Trango Nameless Tower Spanish Attempts. Spaniards very nearly made
ascents of the Nameless Tower but could not quite reach the summit. They fixed
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750 meters of rope on the lower part of the Kurtyka-Loretan route for seven
days. On July 7, José Chaverri, Lorenzo Ortiz and Santiago Palacios made their
final attempt, which ended ten meters below the summit because of perpendic-
ular unconsolidated snow. Chaverri then joined Basques Kike de Pablos and Jon
Lazkano on the Slovene Route, where they had already fixed half the route. On
July 19, Chaverri and de Pablos were overtaken by nightfall when they were not
far from the summit, but they gave up and rappelled off in the dark.

Great Trango Tower, East Face, Swiss-American Expedition, Second Ascent
to the East Summit. Our expedition, consisting of Swiss Xaver Bongard, Ueli
Biihler and Frangois Studiman and American photographer Ace Kvale and me,
arrived in Pakistan on June 10. On June 24, after a three-day trek from Askole,
we made our Base Camp near the mouth of the Dunge Glacier where it runs into
the Baltoro on June 24. Bongard and I immediately began preparations for a new
route on the east face of the Great Trango Tower. We scoped the line, established
Camps I and II on the very dangerous approach, much of which was possible
only at night, and fixed the first pitches. On July 13, after some periods of
unsettled weather, we spent the first night on the wall in our hanging 2-man A5
portaledge. We climbed capsule-style, with only six ropes total, and established
five camps on the wall, four hanging and one at the snow ledge halfway up,
fixing our ropes above each camp until we decided it was safe and timely to move
the camp up. Many of the belays were in suicidal positions, due to ice-, snow-
and rockfall from above, but camps were generally in safe havens. On July 28,
we summited, after being trapped 400 feet below the rim for three days in a fierce
Karakoram storm. The climbing involved many pitches of technical aid climb-
ing, some pitches of free, difficult ice and mixed climbing. The last five pitches
below the snow ledge involved vertical ice climbing and rotten aid and free
climbing up a dangerous steep corner system which we named “Gollum’s
Gully”; this turned out to be a major drainage for the snow ledge. It was possible
to climb these pitches only at night, due to incessant ice and snow pummeling
down during the day. The rest of the route also had severe objective hazards
because of ice, rock and snow avalanching from the snow ledge system and the
summit séracs. Occasionally, huge sections would exfoliate off the wall and
pound down around us. The upper headwall above the snow ledge was superb,
though chimneys in the final section required multiple “Harding Slot” maneu-
vers in inclement weather at 20,000 feet. The final six pitches from the rim to the
summit involved technical ice and tenuous mixed climbing, as well as a tough
final slug through deep unconsolidated snow to the summit ridge and onto the
east summit. It took us three days to rappel the route. From the base of the actual
climb, we had to rappel a buttress to the east of the approach gully because of
dangerous all-day and all-night avalanches caused by the warming summer
conditions. We made 44 rappels in all. In general, the weather was fine, though
we spent many days and nights in freezing storms in our hanging bivouacs. We
named the route “The Grand Voyage.” It was Grade VII, 5.10, A4+, WI3. We
climbed 4400 feet from the actual base to the summit in 33 pitches with a



