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Kashmir and Jammu

“Cerro Kishtwar.” Our party consisted of Mike Morrison, Mike O’Brien,
Stephen Sustad and me as leader. After arriving in Delhi on August 23, we had
difficulty in getting permission to visit this troubled area. We were eventually only
allowed to approach via Manali, the Rohtang Pass and Udaipur. This added four
days onto the approach and Base Camp was not established at 4000 meters on the
north side of the Haptal Glacier until September 5. Bad weather caused further
delays, so much so that Morrison and O’Brien had to leave on the 15th. Sustad and
I left Base Camp for a summit assault on September 14. On the 16th, we started
up the northwest face from the head of the Haptal Glacier at 5000 meters and
ascended a prominent left-to-right-slanting ramp to a deep col on the north spur.
From there we followed close to the right edge of the northeast face on the left of
the north spur. We climbed to both of the twin summits (6200 meters, 20,342 feet)
on September 19. Although we had a tent, we were unable to find any ledges large
enough to pitch it. We slept on separate “ledges” with Sustad in a bivy sack and me
wrapped in the tent. Powder snow on 70° slabs made for delicate climbing and
vertical and overhanging sections gave technical Grade VI and A3 pitches. We
bivouacked on the ramp at 5500 meters, on the col at 5800 meters and on the north
spur at 6000 meters. A pick snapped off one ice axe just above the bergschrund and
two other tools were damaged. The name is not official but has been called “Cerro
Kishtwar” because of its resemblance to Cerro Torre in Patagonia.

Mick FowLer, Alpine Climbing Group

Brammah II. Eleven Indian Para Commando soldiers climbed Brammah II
(6425 meters, 21,080 feet), which had been previously unsuccessfully at-
tempted by two foreign and many Indian expeditions. Three batches climbed
the peak, the first led by leader Captain Sudhir Kumar on September 19, the
second led by Captain S. Dahiya the next day and the third led by Captain G.S.
Negi on September 22.

KamaL K. Guua, Editor, Himavanta, India

Dzo Jongo. This lovely peak (6120 meters, 20,079 feet), which rises above
the Markha valley in Zanskar, was climbed by Germans Frank Seubert and Ms.
Birgit Rossberg on August 17. They followed the north ridge.

Harisu Karabia, Editor, Himalayan Journal

Nun. Two Japanese expeditions were on the west ridge of Nun this year.
One, led by Kazuyoshi Kondo, put Takashi Miyazaki, Tadaharu Kannari and
Masayoshi Yamamoto on the summit on September 1. The other group, led by
Yataka Nakagawa, was not successful. On August 15, Masaki Hayashi and
Sumito Takeda were driven back at 6700 meters by the weather.



