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Argentina

New Altitudes of the Paso de San Francisco Region. North of the Ojos del
Salado, the dry, high desert has almost been a blank on the map until the
Argentine Instituto Geogrifico Militar recently released the accurate map: Paso
de San Francisco, Hoja 2769-11, 1:250,000 with 100-meter contours. Altitudes
are Paso de Incahuasi (4902m, 16,082ft), Cerro de San Francisco (6016m,
19,738ft), Paso de San Francisco (4748m, 15,578ft), Peién al Norte de Falso
Azufre (5906m, 19,377ft), Cerro Dos Conos (5880m, 19,292ft), Cerro Pabellén
(5331m, 17,490ft), Cerro Chucula (5760m, 18,898ft), Cerro Peinado (574 1m,
18,835ft), Cerro El Céndor (6373m, 20,909ft), Cerro Laguna Escondida
(5917m, 19,413ft), Cerro Chascén (5180m, 16,995ft), Cerro Cueros de Porulla
(4912m, 16,115ft), Cerro Blanco (5106m, 16,752ft), Cumbre del Laudo
(6152m, 20,184ft), Cerro Sierra Nevada (6173m, 20,253ft), Cerro Manantiales
(5659m, 18,566ft), Cerro Aguas Dulces (5642m, 18,510ft), Cerro Tridente
(5416m, 17,769ft), Cerro Vallecito (6168m, 20,236ft), Cerro Colorado (6053m,
19,859ft).
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Pissis. After an approach from Copiapd, Chile, I crossed the border via the
Valle Ancho Norte Pass (4672 meters, 15,328 feet; 27°24'32"S, 68°45'47"W).
From there it is 50 kilometers to Base Camp at the bottom of the northern
glacier of Pissis. I climbed solo an easy peak to the southeast (c. 6466 meters,
21,205 feet) from my second camp. On December 27, I climbed Pissis solo after
several days of thunder and snowfall. The route followed a long scree slope to
the east of the glacier, then easy ground under the middle peak before I reached
the snow-capped western summit in ten hours. I measured an altitude of 6895
meters +50 meters by GPS (WGS 84). The summit cairn at 27°45'17"S,
68°45'56"W contained evidence of an 1985 expedition (possibly Johan
Reinhard’s) as well as an undated Argentine document. I only just made it back
to camp as darkness fell. My vehicle returned the next day and we arrived in
Copiap6 the same evening. All GPS data quoted are actual readings. According
to the Defence Mapping Agency report, these readings should be decreased by
20 meters for reduction to the local spheroid. There is also a small reduction in
latitude and longitude of 1” and 2" respectively. The altitude of Pissis is therefore
comparable to the Ojos del Salado (6885 meters) within the formal errors.
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Cerro Olivares, 1993-4. On December 26, 1993, Humberto Campodénico
ascended the Quebrada Aspera and the ridge of Cerro Negro Aspero to bivouac
at 4000 meters. The next morning, he left early and climbed to the summit of
Cerro Negro Aspero and then Cerro Navidad (both 5500 meters, 18,045 feet).



