
Poincenot, East Buttress, “Whisky-Time.’’ Working from a biovouac on the 
Paso Superior, with many interruptions because o f the weather, we climbed the 
first half of our route and fixed it with rope. Finally, on February 10, 1994, we 
succeeded in climbing the last ten pitches to the summit. From the Paso 
Superior, it took us an hour to the bergschrund, which was at the point where 
the W hillans route branched to the left. We continued up mixed clim bing and 
50° ice to the bottom o f the east buttress. After five rope-lengths of difficulty 
up to 5.11, A4, we got to the prom inent crack, which began with off-width 
breadth and ended after 45 meters in a fist-crack. The next four pitches were up 
a hand-and fist-crack (5.10 and 5.11). From the head of a small pillar, from 
which one can leave easily to the left, one reaches after the next two pitches 
(5.10, A1) a small snowfield. From that point, there are two more pitches (5.8 
and 5.6) to the sum mit o f Poincenot (3002 meters, 9849 feet). We rappelled 
down the same route. Belays were secured by two bolts and one fixed carabiner.
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