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to add any new bolts to our route, even if it should eventually be free
climbed.

An important notice for those not used to expeditions in this area: The
risk of bad weather is continuous, mosquitoes in basecamp are quite miser-
able, and the area is completely isolated. Don't get hurt. In certain cases the
ice pack closes the access to the fjord, making return impossible.

MicHEL PioLa, Club Alpin Suisse

Mount Forel Attempt. The Isortog-Mount Forel Kuummiut '95
Expedition consisted of Jan Mila (Norway) Nels Niemi (Alaska) and Hans
Christian Florian (Greenland). The objective was to travel in the previously
unexplored area from Isortoq to Mount Forel, approaching the 3360-meter
peak from the west, around the huge Helheim Glacier. This approach had
been tried by Mila and Florian in 1993 but was abandoned because of huge
crevasses west of Helheim Glacier. This year they met with a stronger party
and chose a more westerly route which avoided the crevasses. This revised
route took them about 90 kilometers inland and through the upper parts of
the Skakt, Fenris, and Jura Glaciers, reaching the entrance to the glaciers of
Schweitzer Land through the Doren ("The Door") at 2100 meters altitude. At
this point they encountered polar bear tracks. This was very surprising, as
the nearest hunting grounds were at least 80 kilometers distant. Luckily, the
bear itself was not encountered. The base of Mount Forel was reached, and,
on May 1, an attempt was made to climb Mount Forel from the northeast.
The attempt was abandoned at ca 2900 meters altitude because of steep blue
ice. It had been a very windy and snowless year. The route down to the vil-
lage of Kuummiut was heavily crevassed and difficult to negotiate. This is
thought to be because of the small amount of snow this year. The expedition
covered new land and made the earliest yet attempt of Mount Forel. The
team traveled 370 kilometers in 23 days.

DaN CHAVEZ

Ascents in the Mount Forel Area. Paul Walker and Tangent Expeditions
made several climbs in the Mount Forel area. Walker flew his expedition in
and out with a ski-mounted Twin Otter.

On the flight to retrieve the Walker expedition, Douglas Cooper's British
Mount Forel Expedition was landed at the head of Avantgarden Glacier, just
east of Mount Forel. The team consisted of Cooper, Claire Cooper, Jonathan
Godson, Adam Hyne, Adam Hanlon and Jon Mayne. The group made climbs
in the very remote region around Mount Forel, but failed to climb Forel due
to the same difficult conditions experienced earlier this year. Their plan was



