367 THE AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL, 1996

in his masterly Traprock (1982) and the fine line drawings of that edition have
been dropped. Another difference: In 1982 Nichols had not yet made his
unique contribution to protection technology, the skyhook tied down and
secured with an 11 millimeter rope to an anchor 20 to 40 feet below at the base
of the climb. These routes merit the new “H” rating. Nichols says he has taken
some big whippers on those. Funny, they’ve not caught on outside
Connecticut. (JT)

Hueco Tanks: Climbing and Bouldering Guide, Second Edition. John
Sherman. Chockstone Press, Evergreen, Colorado, 1996. 407 pages. $25.00.

Comment: Possibly the most routes and boulder problems ever compiled
between the covers of a single volume. All routes clearly described, lots of
photos, the V rating system explained, quality ratings, doubly indexed by
grade and name, plus Sherman’s ratings of Mexican restaurants in El Paso.
Even if bouldering is not your thing and even if you think Sherman has a juve-
nile (or worse) sense of humor, this book is an impressive achievement.
Putting together this guide was clearly another labor of love for Sherman, who
dedicates the book to those who climb for fun. (DS)

Indian Peak Descents: Ski Mountaineering and Snowboarding in
Colorado’s Indian Peaks. Ron Haddad and Eileen Faughey. Sigma Books,
Boulder, Colorado, 1996. Paper, 13 topos and 90 photos. 147 pages. $15.95.

Comment: Describes 56 spring and summer ski descents on 26 peaks in
the Front Range. Descents are rated intermediate, advanced, and expert, deter-
mined by the steepest slope angle encountered on the descent when the snow
is in ideal condition. (DS)

Red Rocks Select, Second Edition. Todd Swain. Chockstone Press,
Evergreen, Colorado, 1996. 246 pages. $25.00.

Comment: Swain’s second edition contains nearly 800 routes, 300 more
than the first edition and nearly four times the number included in Joanne and
Jorge Urioste’s 1984 guide. This edition is not intended to be either compre-
hensive or a “best of” guide, but is meant to be representative of the Red
Rocks climbing experience. A thumbs-up icon denotes routes of high quality.
Indexed by both rating and route name. Clear topos and photos. (DS)

Rifle: Climber’s Guide to Rifle Mountain Park. Hassan Saab. King Coal
West, Boulder, Colorado, 1995. Paper, 72 pages. $7.95.

Comment: The “How To Use This Book” page is a model of clarity and
thoroughness. Routes’ equippers are noted, in addition to its first ascenders.



