CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: CANADA 200

able to contact 14 of the 17 climbing groups on this route this year. Some garbage, old caches,
fixed line, and old wands were found. Human waste was found to accumulate at both the King
Col and Base Camp areas. Although the route was relatively busy, the climbers contacted did not
feel there was too much use. Wardens observed that most of the climbers on this route travel
unroped over much of its length, and a number of close calls were noted, particularly in travel-
ing over dangerous crevassed areas between King Col and the 5,200-meter level. One climbing
group was charged and convicted for failing to register and pay climbing fees prior to entering
Kluane National Park. Persons interested in organizing an expedition into the Saint Elias
Mountains of Kluane are required to contact Kluane National Park Reserve at Box 5495, Haines
Junction, Yukon, YOB 1LO to obtain a registration package.

RICK STALEY, Senior Park Warden

Northern Selkirks, Various Ascents. In August, 1995, Steve Sheriff and I gained a high point
beneath Mount Sorcerer by following logging roads through clearcuts above Bachelor Creek. We
then bushwhacked directly toward the peak for a kilometer or two, crossing several large gullies
and rock ribs to gain the lower tongue of the northeast glacier. We ascended the glacier to the
base of the northeast face, then climbed the face on moderate snow and some ice to the summit
cornice and ridge, which we followed without gaining much additional height for a few hundred
meters to the true summit. We later discovered that a similar line had probably been followed by
Canadian climbers the previous summer, but had not been reported. This route is a moderate one,
but ease of access will probably make it the standard route on this classic Selkirk peak.

A few days later, Sheriff and I climbed the true north face of Mount Iconoclast. We bush-
whacked up Benedict Creek and then ascended moraine, cliffs, and meadows for about six hours
to a bivy beneath the north face. The following morning, we simul-climbed and belayed several
pitches of ice followed by lower-angle firn directly up the face to the summit ridge, and from
there walked a short distance to the top. It is an excellent climb, but a difficult approach.

In July, 1996, Sheriff, Mike Kehoe, Guy Pinjuv, and I climbed the northwest ridge of Mount
Remilliard. From a camp on a small alp about a kilometer from the north face, we followed a
complex line over the Remilliard Glacier and up snow and ice gullies to the rock ridge. Several
pitches of excellent diorite with climbing up to 5.9 took us to the summit. We descended by the
Remilliard Icefield and crossed the Remilliard Glacier again to return to camp.

GRAY THOMPSON

BOUNDARY RANGE

Coast Mountains, Traverse of the Taku-Whiting Divide. Jan Palaty, Steve Sheffield, Dave
Williams and I spent four weeks traversing the Taku-Whiting Divide on skis in April and May.
From Juneau we took a floatplane to the confluence of the Taku and Wright Rivers, several miles
inland from the mouth of the Taku River. We skied alongside the Wright River to the lake at the
base of the Wright Glacier. The lake was partially unfrozen but we were able to outflank it along
the south shore. Once we gained the Wright Glacier travel was fairly straightforward with only
minor crevassed sections to circumvent.

We reached our first and only food cache on the third day of the trip. This was located about
10 miles above the snout of the Wright Glacier. From a base at the food cache we climbed the
following peaks west of the Wright Glacier: Peak 6882* via the east face and south ridge, Peak
6134 via the north side, Peak 6443 via the southwest side. We also attempted Mount Fremont
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Morse but were turned back short of the summit.

We continued up the Wright Glacier, crossing into British Columbia. Our packs were now
much heavier as we were carrying 21 days of food for the rest of the trip. The upper part of the
Wright Glacier is a ski mountaineer’s paradise with numerous peaks that can be climbed or
approached on skis. From two different base camps we climbed the following peaks: Peak 2200*
(grid reference 970787), Peak 2160 (014793), Peak 2240 (031727), Peak 2280 (039692), Peak
2120 (966655) and Peak 2080 (987648). Our packs now much lighter, we continued on the tra-
verse. From the head of the Wright Glacier we descended a steep headwall to reach the gentle
glacier feeding the Sutlahine River. A huge climb on rock-hard snow the next day took us up
Peak 2040 (174743) in the next mountain group eastward. Continuing eastward we climbed the
outstanding peaks southwest of Tunjony Lake, Peak 2304 and Peak 2345, as well as the lesser
Peak 2040 (208750).

On Day 16 and 17 bad weather confined us to our tents. The weather continued to be poor the
next day. We felt like making some progress so we bypassed the next mountain group by travel-
ing in a lightly forested valley to the north. In the valley spring had begun and we had some inter-
esting moments skiing along partially snow-covered beaver dams.

We regained the alpine east of North Chechidla Creek and traversed this range in a southerly
direction. We climbed Peak 2200 (427624), Peak 2110 (403599) and Peak 2384 (381588). From
near Peak 2384 we dropped eastward into an unnamed valley. We followed this valley south-
ward, enjoying views of the impressive north face of Peak 2470. From this valley we made a
long side trip to climb the attractive pyramidal Peak 2346 located 14 kilometers northeast of
Whiting Lake.

The final leg of our traverse led eastward toward the mine and airstrip at Bearskin Lake. In
this range we climbed Peak 2629 south of Tatsamenie Lake. On day 27 we descended to the
mine. The crew there was very friendly and fed us a very hearty lunch before we were picked up
for a flight back to Juneau.

This ski traverse connects with a north-south traverse of the Stikine Icecap (from the Great
Glacier to Bearskin Lake) that Sheffield, Williams and I, along with three others, completed in 1993.
This provides a continuous alpine traverse, mostly on glacier between the Stikine and Taku Rivers.

MARKUS KELLERHALS, Alpine Club of Canada

*Elevations from American maps in feet, Canadian maps in meters.

Ragged Range, Mount Nirvana, East Face. While sitting atop the summits of the Cirque of the
Unclimbables in 1960, the late Bill Buckingham noted a particularly fine group of peaks 20 miles
farther to the south. The central peak of this group is Mount Nirvana, which at 9,097 feet is the
highest mountain in the Northwest Territories of Canada. This then led to Buckingham’s first expe-
dition to this portion of the Ragged Range. After completely circling Mount Nirvana, Buckingham
and Lew Surdam found a weakness to the north and made the first ascent in 1965 (AAJ, 1966, pp.
33-37). This route was repeated only once, in 1975 (AAJ, 1976, pp. 320-325). Nirvana has appar-
ently been unclimbed by this or any other route in the past 21 years. Two expeditions have viewed
the walls and ramparts of the east face, but both decided against attempting an ascent.

On July 13, Jack, Dan, Tom and Hope Bennett landed on an unnamed lake about 20 miles east
of Nirvana and began a rugged five-day trek over two high passes to reach a summit camp at the
foot of the Nirvana glacier. Our ascent, the first from the east, took place on July 19. We easily



