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Kirat Chuli (Tent Peak), Attempt. The Sachsischer Bergsteigerbund and the Akademische
Sektion Dresden (two local sections of the German Mountaineering Association) carried out a
Youth Expedition from September 17 to November 11, 1995. The 11 team members from
Dresden were 22 to 32 years old. For most of the members this was their first Himalayan climb.
The idea was to give young climbers the chance to collect as much Himalayan experience as pos-
sible and to be involved in high altitude mountaineering as high as possible. The ambitious aim
was to climb “Tent Peak” (Kirat Chuli, 7365 m), following the historical route of the first ascent
of a Swiss-German team in 1939. It is still the only one. The Sikkim Himalaya was chosen with
respect to its unique rich nature and its important role in German mountaineering history.

The approach started September 29 from Lachen (2730 m) with 36 porters and 18 yaks via
Zemu Chu. On September 29, the Base Camp at Green Lake (4900 m) was reached with a
breathtaking few to the virgin south face of Kangchenjunga. Because of the lack of information
about North Sikkim (our planning was based on the 1939 descriptions) we had to spend several
days exploring the most promising route over the Tent Peak Glacier and Nepal Gap Glacier. Ice
conditions have changed considerably since 1939; due to glacier recession, unexpected serac
zones appeared. Finally Camp | was established on October 7 at 5500 meters on the right hand
of the Nepal Gap Glacier. Over the now-even upper Nepal Gap glacier we erected Camp Il on
October 10 at 6000 meters. After a failed try to reach the south ridge of the Nepal Peak via an
ice ridge, we climbed a snow gully right of Upper Nepal Gap and continued to the right hand
over easy but fragile rock where we found old fixed ropes. We also decided to fix these passages



with 200 meters of rope. Doing this we could avoid dangerous overhanging snow passages on
Nepal Peak ridge starting above Upper Nepal Gap.

We established Camp Ill on October 15 at 6300 meters on a small plateau on Nepal Peak
ridge. Facing strong wind we followed the direct line to Nepal Peak. Being stopped by an ice
barrier, we set up Camp IV at 6600 meters in a crevasse. The weather turned bad and on October
21 we returned to BC. However on October 24 the party of Jens Webersinn and Mattias Goede
overcame and fixed a narrow steep (70°) ice gully above Camp IV. The last obstacle was over-
come. On October 25 Mattias Goede, Jens Webersinn and UIf Lehnert scaled the visually high-
est point in the neat surroundings at around 4 p.m. despite heavy cold wind. The altitude was
7150 meters. To continue the one and a half kilometer ridge to Tent Peak the same day was out
of question because of heavy and cold wind—not to mention that climbing the ridge during the
first ascent in 1939 took three days. A bivouac under these conditions would have been hard to
survive. They returned to Camp IV just before darkness with slightly frozen fingers and toes.

The next day Uta Seemann, UIf Koritz and Wolfram Schroter reached their high point at 10
a.m. but were also turned back by wind and cold. The sky was clear and in spite of heavy cold
wind we enjoyed the wonderful view to Bhutan, Tibet, Nepal and Sikkim with its numerous
snowy peaks. The highest of them are Kangchenjunga, Kangbachen, Tent Peak, Simvo and
Siniolchu. Totally frozen, we hurried to return down to life. The fall storms seemed to have
already started. There was no time for another summit try. On October 27 Base Camp was dis-
mantled. All material from high camps, all fixed ropes, etc., were completely moved down.
Luckily we had not a single accident. This Tent Peak attempt was made without high altitude
porters. On October 30 the last party left BC enjoying the beautiful colors of late autumn in the
Zemu Valley.
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