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ing route not visible from Base Camp and to be at the start of an historic climb. They asserted
that they had no idea they were breaking any rules in doing this without a permit. But the min-
istry took the matter very seriously since the Nepalese government earns substantial fees for their
climbing permits, receiving a minimum of $50,000 from each Everest expedition. The ministry
could have asked them to pay a fine equal to double the Everest fee, but the officials realized
there was no chance of collecting it.

ELIZABETH HAWLEY

Makalu, West Face, Attempt. 1 tried to climb solo Makalu’s west face, one of the biggest prob-
lems in the Himalaya. Our team comprised Tacko Nagao, Base Camp manager, Hiroshi Aota,
four t.v. staff, and me as leader and climbing member. We established BC at 5300 meters on
September 6. I reached 6900 meters twice on the northwest ridge (normal route) for acclimati-
zation. Next, on September 17, I climbed to 6700 meters on the west face to deposit climbing
gear. The first attack of the west face was September 21, but bad weather forced me to return
from the foot of the face. On the second attack, on September 24, I reached 6700 meters. When
I reached 7300 meters on September 25, a falling stone hit my helmet. I was not injured outside
but got a bad feeling, so I returned to BC the next day. That was the finish.

I had climbed the southwest face of Cho Oyu in Tibet solo with light gear two years ago. But
this time heavy climbing gear made for slow climbing speed.

YASUSHI YAMANOI, Japan

The west face of Makalu, showing A: Lowe attempt (Jeff Lowe, 1993) and Italian attempt, (Oreste Forno et al, 1993)
B: Yamanoi attempt (Yasushi Yamanoi, 1996 ); C: West Pillar (Robert Paragot et al, 1971); D: Lowe high point; E:
Yamanoi high point. Yasushi Yamanoi



