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T h i s  fine book by A m erican A lpine C lub m em bers N icholas and N ina S houm atoff con
tains 23 chapters concerning m ountains and m ountain peoples w ithin the vast regions o f  
K azakhstan, U zbekistan, the Alai and Trans Alai M ountains, the Pam irs, H indu Kush, H unza (in 
Pakistan), Ladakh, and Everest. The authors, w ho know R ussian, have clim bed and traveled in 
the high Pam irs and in four o f  the new R ussian republics. Four chapters w ere w ritten in English, 
including one by Heinrich H arrer on T ibet, w hile 18 chapters have been translated into English 
by the authors, three from  French and 13 from  never-before-translated  R ussian originals.

M ost A m ericans know  little about Russian m ountains o r R ussian clim bers, and have m uch to 
learn. Russian clim bers tell o f  first ascents o f  the great K orzhenevskaya, Pobeda Peak, and 
Victory Peak, while a w ell-know n botanist records a difficult trek across 600 k ilom eters o f  
m ountainous Tadjikistan. O utchinnikov, a fam ous Russian clim ber, describes the Russian first 
ascent o f  Mt. Everest, w hich he led, and tells o f  w itnessing the unfortunate deaths o f  the British 
c lim bers N oyce and Sm ith in the Pam irs in 1962.

A m erican travelers, clim bers, and general readers will find m uch o f  interest in this unusual 
and inform ative book.
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