CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: CANADA 230

A
& [ The Slaggards|
\O | S v
(\O i 1973 Loy
& h— ‘
¥ ! AL
¥ oo S
N
____________ -
/
/7 / %
P /
& }.\ "West Slaggard I" -~ 7 .
\\ e 4200m T Mt. Slaggard | N
N 358 4570m 4742m { \
\ A
N ';Wmest Slaggard II" 4220m \‘
A 3770m 4570m N
P g / N,
. = N "North Camp Peak"} { K
V- N szom T { )
\
\
\ \
i 0\0 'Souﬁ \\\ The
3610’“‘\A QO Slaggard” N\ Chitina
\ & 7om \ Glacier
A Peaks climbed June/July 1997 \ e \
\ N\ D Base Camp \
<~ Routes taken / \e 3535m \ \
\
\
oar South>~._ "SE Slaggard"
No,,m Chmna. Camp Peak™~~~.___. .- ~ 4207m
3690m
A a';gg‘r: Chitina® 2 kilometres

Mt. Slaggard Area, Various Activity. Ten of us spent June 28 to July 14 at a base camp five
kilometers south-southwest of Mt. Slaggard on the uppermost eastern basin of the southeast-
ern arm of the Anderson Glacier at an elevation of 3535 meters. There is an excellent ski plane
landing site at this location, with two kilometers by half a kilometer of gently rising glacier,
without any crevasses, and with suitable “bumps” for take off and landing of ski planes. Paul
Claus of Ultima Thule first used his Supercub to pack down a landing strip, then brought peo-
ple and gear in by Beaver in a 40-minute round trip from Ultima Thule lodge in the Chitina.

During our stay, we made the following ascents: South Slaggard (4370m), the highest
unclimbed peak in Canada at the time of our ascent, a fine mountain with at least five excel-
lent snow/ice/granite ridges. Martin LeRoux and Norm Greene made the first ascent via the
east face on July 1. Paul Geddes, Willa Harasym, Mark McDermott, Joe Piccininni made the
second, also by the east face, on July 10. The third ascent was made via the north ridge. The
route was climbed in its entirety from the Mt. Slaggard/“South Slaggard” col by Bill
McKenzie, Roger Wallis, Dave Britnell, and Tony Marshall, on July 10.

“West Slaggard 17 (4290m), the second-highest unclimbed peak in Canada at the time of
our ascent, is a fine independent mountain, with a large rock face on the south side and 800-
meter ice slopes on the north side rising directly out of the northeast arm of the Anderson
Glacier. The first ascent was made via the east face on July 6, by the entire party of ten, in
three ropes: Paul Geddes, Martin Le Roux, and Mark McDermott; Norm Greene, Dave
Britnell, and Tony Marshall; Roger Wallis, Willa Harasym, Joe Piccininni, and Bill
McKenzie. (Our first attempt on July 4 was abandoned at the serac barrier due to zero visi-
bility, heavy snow and much too warm temperatures.)

“Southeast Slaggard” (4207m) is an isolated, independent mountain at the far east end of
our basin. On July 2, Paul Geddes, Willa Harasym, Mark McDermott, Roger Wallis, Dave
Britnell, Tony Marshall, and Bill McKenzie ascended via the northwest face and descended
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via the north ridge, all on skis (except crossing the bergschrund). “Southeast Slaggard” was
the sixth highest unclimbed mountain in Canada at the time of our ascent. It has been attempt-
ed twice before, in 1967 and 1983 from the Chitina Glacier.

An attempt was made on Mt. Slaggard (4742m), which has had four previous ascents:
1959, from the northeast Anderson Glacier, northeast face and north-northeast ridge; 1967,
from the Chitina Glacier and east ridge/north-northeast ridge; 1973, from the northeast
Anderson Glacier and west ridge/north-northeast ridge; and 1996, as per the 1959 ascent. It
had, however, never been climbed from the south. Martin LeRoux and Norm Greene left
camp at 10 p.m. on July 9, ascending the south ridge from the Mt. Slaggard/“South Slaggard”
col, carrying skis to a height of 4300 meters, 150 meters below the plateau from which it
seems possible to ski to the summit cone and southwest ridge of Mt. Slaggard. The climb was
abandoned at 4 a.m. on July 10 when the dawn sunlight hit the two feet of new snow lying
very precariously on old crystalline, wind slab. Ominous settling sounds indicated that it was
time to leave.

Some “microbumps” surrounding camp were also ascended as route finding viewpoints
and/or entertainment: P.3690m, by a party of eight, to celebrate Canada Day (July 1);
P.3650m, by a party of four, on July 11, on yet another snow day; P.3730m, by a party of four
on July 3, as a “video experience” but really as a “wanding” trip, to scout a route to “West
Slaggard II” (4210m), a large, very attractive snow mountain that remains unclimbed. But
with four feet of new snow, the “trench warfare tactics” that would have been necessary to
climb it were less attractive than enjoying gourmet meals in camp.

ROGER WALLIS

Mt. Walsh, Northwest Ridge, Spring Peak, Jekden Mountain. On May 27, Janez Ales and I
flew to the Upper Donjek Glacier, just west of Mt. Walsh (4507m). We set up base camp at
3000 meters. The next day we climbed the standard West Ridge route on Mt. Walsh, a fairly
straightforward snow and ice ridge. The most difficult section was around 4000 meters where
the ridge narrowed to a steep ice-crest for a few hundred meters. In our very unacclimatized
state the climb took 18 hours return. On the descent we left wands marking our route, as we
planned to descend the west ridge if we were successful climbing the northwest ridge.

After our “warm-up” climb, we both needed a rest day. The following day, after we had
recovered, we skied up “Jekden,” the 3756-meter snow peak west of camp. We had hoped for
great views from this peak, but were unfortunately engulfed in clouds on the summit.

On the 31st we skied through Walsh Col and descended to the Spring Glacier. Here we
nearly had a disastrous setback. Janez, who was skiing ahead, broke through a thinly bridged
crevasse. He was able to stop his fall without weighting the rope; however, one of his skis
continued down the crevasse. Fortunately he was able to downclimb and retrieve it. We con-
tinued to a camp on the first major eastern tributary of the Spring Glacier.

From this camp we climbed “Spring 1,” the 3976-meter peak east-northeast of Mt. Walsh,
on June 2. We skied to the west side of the peak at about 3100 meters. We then ascended a
steep ice couloir through a rock band to the southwest ridge, which we followed to the sum-
mit. The climb took 15 hours return from camp.

On June 4 we moved camp to the base of the 1800-meter northwest ridge of Mt. Walsh.
We waited there several days, hoping for a break in the weather, which had now turned snowy.
Finally on June 7 we set off just before sunset under promising skies.

The lower section of the northwest ridge is a broad snow slope, beginning at 25° and
steepening to 45° near the top. Fortunately most of the new snow had avalanched off this sec-



