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lots of rain in January on Jorge Montt to make any advance over an awful crevasse labyrinth
until they reached the plateau. Then, in February, good weather returned, and the sun soon
melted what little snow was left, turning the usually flat icefield into an irregular suncup and
crevasse-covered surface. Sometimes, they advanced as little as one kilometer in three hours.

The explanation for the good weather was a strong high-pressure system that positioned
itself over the Southern Pacific Ocean in Patagonian latitudes, obstructing bad-weather fronts
on their way from west to east toward Patagonia. The origin of this high-pressure area might
be very related to El Nifio. Weather in central Chile is mainly regulated by a high pressure
area over the Southern Pacific Ocean in front of the Chilean coast. It moves north in winter
and south in summer. This year, probably due to the influences of the higher temperatures
brought by El Nifio, the high-pressure area moved farther south than usual, bringing good
weather to Patagonia.

The climbing season in Fitz Roy and Cerro Torre areas also was different than usual.
Although good weather was by itself a blessing for climbers, approaching the peaks was
unusually difficult because of the low amount of snow on the glaciers, as well as the lack of
ice holding together rotten rock sections on the approaches to some walls.

Torres del Paine, on the other hand, was not as affected by the conditions, as it is at a lower
altitude than the Fitz Roy area. There was good weather during the first three weeks of
February, too, but the most important influence of El Nifio occurred during the last week of
the month. Unprecedented rain and thunder flooded the park, forcing local authorities to evac-
uate people and close the park entrance.

CHRISTIAN OBERLI, Club Aleman Andino, Chile

Cerro Gorra Blanca, Ascent. Well-known Argentine climbers Jose Luis Fonrouge and Alfredo
Rosasco ascended Cerro Gorra Blanca (2907m). The ascent was an ice climb that ended with
a summit mushroom. Other details are lacking.

MARCELO SCANU, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Argentine Patagonia, Various Activities. The 1997-98 climbing season in Patagonia began in
typical fashion, with frustrated climbers sitting in huts for most of November, December, and
January. However, an unprecedented three-week weather window in February enabled many
teams to climb impressive routes in the Fitz Roy regions.

Argentinians David Albert and Gatito Dura climbed the 1974 British route (5.10+, 13
pitches) on Rafael Jaurez in late January. Gatito followed this up with a rapid rope-solo ascent
of Aguja de la S. He then teamed up with Albert for an ascent of Poincenot’s Whillian’s route.
On the summit, the team met up with Gatito’s brother Marco Dura, and a Spaniard who had
just made the third ascent of the lengthy Carrington-Rouse Route (5.10). Finally, on February
18, David Albert and Marco and Gatito Dura climbed the Kearney-Harrington route (5.10+)
on the north face of St. Exupery, in 26 hours round-trip from the Polish Camp.

MARK SYNNOTT

Argentine Patagonia, Various Ascents. On December 31, 1997, thanks to a three-day spell of
good weather, Spanish climbers Manel de la Matta and Hugo Biarge climbed Cerro Torre via
the Maesti route. They started from a snow cave in the glacier at the base of Cerro Torre and
Torre Egger at 2 a.m on the 30th. That same day they bivouacked at the ice towers, and the
next day they completed the climb, reaching the summit at 4 p.m. on the 31st. They didn’t



