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3. A doctor in the party is very desirable, but at the very least, advance arrangements must be
made for medical help. Advance arrangements also must be made for evacuation assistance
in case of emergency.

4. The minimum safety equipment available must be walkie-talkie radios and recommended
medical supplies.

5. Advertising must give a true picture of all the difficulties and dangers involved and avoid
promising the impossible. Biographical information about the guiding team should be included.

6. The client must truthfully reveal his experience, medical history, etc., to the organizer so
that the organizer can make an informed choice about the potential client.

7. Information supplied in advance should include a clear statement of the guiding, porterage
and equipment which will be supplied by the organizer, together with details of the clothing
and equipment to be supplied by the client.

8. Operators and clients must take account of the UIAA Environmental Objectives and
Guidelines and follow the UIAA Expeditions Code of Ethics.
THE UIAA EXPEDITIONS COMMITTEE

Nemjung. It was reported that a nine-man French team led by Jean Paul Bouquier reached
6410 meters on the west ridge of Nemjung (7140m) via the north flank before poor weather
called a halt to their expedition. (High Mountain Sports 179)

Raksha Urai Massif, First Attempt. In far western Nepal, a team of 14 Austrians had some dif-
ficulty getting through a very deep gorge to their virgin massif of Raksha Urai, which is east
of two better-known mountains, Api and Nampa, and west-northwest of the more distant
Saipal. No climbers are known to ever have attempted Raksha Urai, which has six summits
between about 6500 and 6600 meters high. The Austrians, led by Guenther Mussnig, were
told at the Dhula village police checkpost nearest to their mountain that they were the first for-
eigners ever seen at the post.

The Austrians reported that four of Raksha Urai’s peaks are entirely composed of unsta-
ble rock, while the other two are snow domes with an ice face or ice ridge below. This expe-
dition was unable to make much climbing progress because of unstable snow on the lower
slopes and avalanches “everywhere” from frequent new snowfall while they were there in the
first half of October. Their attempts to climb two of the peaks got no higher than 5100 and
5200 meters.
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Annapurna, Attempt and Tragedy. On December 2, Anatoli Boukreev and I, accompanied by the
alpinist and videographer Dimitri Sobolev, flew by helicopter from the last lodge to a base camp
at 4095 meters. A long glacier separated us from the beginning of Annapurna’s south face and
the traditional Base Camp, where, due to the abundant snow in which the helicopter would have
“sunk,” it had not been possible to land. We were forced to break trail along the glacier to getto
the base of the face, an exhausting task compounded by much new and abundant snows.



