
AAC, Oregon Section. In February, Tom Bennett and I organized the premier Mazama Denali 
Conference, which featured 26 speakers from all over Alaska and the lower 48 states and 
included Bradford and Barbara Washburn as our special guests. Jack Grauer, past president of 
the Mazamas, commented, “Never will there be such an incredible gathering of Alaskan alpin­
ists. It was like living 60 years of Alaskan history in four days.”

During the year, the development proposed for the Rim Rock Destination Resort loomed 
over Smith Rock State Park. The Mazamas, Tom Thrall, Gary Rall of the Portland Rock Gym 
and others wrote letters to representatives and senators to stop the Smith Rock Climbing 
Destination Resort from happening. There were 36 newspaper articles in the Oregonian about 
this controversial resort. Domestic conservation chair Gail Billings assisted with her talents 
to keep Smith Rock from being commercialized. The Portland Rock Gym also pitched in with 
a letter-writing campaign.

Gary Rall, Laura Potter, Candy Morgan and Andy Fritz served on the Washington State 
Advisory Board for Beacon Rock and Horse Thief Buttes. Beacon Rock Ranger Steve 
Johnson wants to open the east face to sport climbing. Gary Rall of the Portland Rock Gym 
negotiated the use of epoxy on Beacon for loose holds. There are three different proposals 
monitoring birds on the rock. Wildlife biologists want the trails around Beacon defined 
through the talus fields to protect rare plants and the Larch Mountain Salamander.

Currently, the best sport climbing area around Portland is closed. The Madrone Wall, 
which boasts 150 sport and traditional routes, may be turned into a gravel quarry. Previously, 
District Attorney/climber Darryl Nakahira kept the area open.

Blake Hankins, Tom Thrall and I worked at Smith Rock in preparation for the Spring 
Thing, during which all climbing is stopped and 200 climbers and hikers work on Smith 
Rock’s trail system every spring.

Oregon member Jeff Alzner and partner and AAC member Fred Ziel climbed above 
25,000 feet in high winds on Cho Oyu, summiting with Canadian friends. The pair had pre­
viously climbed on Broad Peak. This was their fourth Himalayan expedition.

Jim Petroske, whose son, John, has been on expeditions to K2, Manaslu, and Everest, 
worked with his other son, Bill, and J.P. Books to set up an excellent display of modern and 
historical climbing books for sale at the AAC annual meeting. Jim has mailed out his catalog 
of mountaineering books for eight years.

Oregon Section member Bob Lockerby this year self-published a monumental 100-year 
index of the Mazama annual that incorporated the work of Vera Defoes, a Parker Cup winner, 
along with other members.

Members Peter Green and John Youngerman and AAC Oregon Section student member 
Robert Johnson took Explorer scouts on an expedition to New Zealand from December 18, 
1996, until January 7, 1997. The three adults and seven students climbed seven peaks. In 
August, the same group completed four new routes and four first ascents on peaks near the 
Thaikazan Glacier in the Mt. Waddington area. They dubbed one of the peaks Mt. Becker, 
after Terry Becker, a Mazama president who gave his life in an attempt to rescue fellow 
climbers. We’re waiting to see if the Canadian Board of geographical names approves. Peter 
Green and the Explorer scouts also organized a climbing presentation by writer/climber Joe 
Simpson. It was Simpson’s largest audience ever with 1,100 people.

Oregon section members Neil Cramer, Jeff Sheets and others ran the month of climbing 
weekends at Silcox Hut on Mt. Hood. The renovated W.P.A. Hut is an excellent warming hut 
for the south side ascentionist. Neil has done an excellent job running the Friends of Silcox 
Hut.

In an endeavor made possible by Outing Committee chair Barbara Becker, who facilitat­



ed a grant from the Mazamas, Tom Bennett, Harvey Schmidt, Ph.D., and I, in conjunction 
with Dr. Mauri Pelto of Maine, participated in the North Cascades Glacial research project, 
which studies glacier ablation and global warming.

On April 25 and 26, Tom Bennett, Ian Wade and I are planning a Mazama conference enti­
tled “Mountaineering Issues of Tibet” with historical and modern themes. The conference is 
co-sponsored by Barbra Brower, Ph.D., editor of the Himalayan Bulletin, with the Geography 
Department at Portland State University. The 25 proposed speakers include Khandgo 
Chazotang, the niece of His Holiness the Dali Lama, Stephen Venables, author of Himalayan 
Alpine Style, Lowell Thomas Jr., author of Out o f this World and Silent War in Tibet, Edwin 
Bembaum, author of Sacred Mountains o f  the World, AAC past president Lou Reichardt, and 
Oregon Section member Ian Wade as master of ceremony. For information contact Bob 
McGown at 2535 S.W. Palatine St., Portland, OR, 97219.
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