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lightning, the Lightning Route. An account of their climb appears earlier in this journal.

HIMACHAL PRADESH

Leo Pargial, Ascent, and Medical Work. Leo Pargial (6791m) in Hangrang (North Kinnaur)
was first climbed on August 10, 1933, by a British team led by Marco Pallis via the west
ridge. The first Indian ascent, led by D. K. Khullar, was also made via the west ridge on
June 19, 1967. In June, 1998, it was climbed for the eighth time by a ten-member team
from Calcutta 26 led by Milan Nag (leader) and Shyamal Sarkar (climbing leader).

An eight-member medical group accompanied them. Seven of them set up an eye camp
at Rekong Peo, the headquarters of Kinnaur district, 220 kilometers north of Shimla. The
camp ran from June 9-23 and treated 175 cases, of which ten were IOL operations.

HArisH KAPADIA, Honorary Editor, The Himalayan Journal

Leo Pargial and Other Peaks, Various Ascents. We (Arun Samant, leader; Aloke Surin,
Anil Chavan and Ravi Wadaskar) went to the Chango Valley of the Kinnaur District in the
Himachal Pradesh during July and August to attempt Leo Pargial (6791m), the third-high-
est peak of Himachal Pradesh, and other peaks encircling the Chango Glacier. We were
established at Base Camp July 9. The unclimbed peak (6484m) seen prominently as one
looks up from Base Camp lies close to Leo Pargial on the ridge above the right bank of
the glacier. Ravi Wadaskar and Ramgopal Negi climbed the southwest face of the peak. A
traverse led them to the steep, loose, rocky south ridge, which was followed to the sum-
mit. The summit, composed of an eight-meter boulder, was reached at 11 a.m. The descent
to the summit camp required three hours. Anil and I then climbed Leo Pargial via the nor-
mal route, making a small variation to reach the West Col.

Ningmari (6173m) rises from the left bank of the glacier south of Base Camp. We
attempted it, but the sun on the face made it a dangerous proposition in the afternoon and
we had no alternative but to climb down immediately.

Aloke and Ravi were keen to attempt a few more peaks around Base Camp while some
us returned to Chango. On July 28, Ravi and Aloke ferried loads toward a 6228-meter
peak. Two days later, Chokdup, Ramgopal, Ravi and Aloke moved up to camp at 5700
meters. On August 1, they were up early for the summit attempt and soloed steep ice by
headlamp, then worked their way up the icy northwest face. Finally they reached the
summit ridge and proceeded to plod up to the snow summit. Wishing to leave nothing in
doubt, they trudged across to the rocky summit at 11:15 a.m., which turned out to be
slightly higher.

Team members also attempted Ningmari (6173m) and another unnamed peak (5900m).
Three members of the team visited Ninjeri Col (6120m). After shifting to a new area
opposite Rekong Peo, Khanej Peak on the Raldang Ridge was climbed by three members,
who later crossed the Khanej Pass and descended to Sangla in the Baspa Valley.
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