CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: NEPAL 375

on the entire vast north face of Everest. He made a serious push for the summit from a camp
at 5900 meters on the Rongbuk Glacier at the foot of the great face starting at 2:10 a.m. on
September 14. With two bivouacs, one at the bottom of the Great Couloir that night and the
next in the couloir on the 15th, he managed to surmount the couloir and reach 8500 meters
on the morning October 16.

But now “my condition was not so good” because he had had no sleeping bag during the
previous night, and he had become very sleepy. He spent 20 minutes considering his options
and decided that he must save his remaining energy for a safe descent. “Ten years ago, I
would probably have gone for the summit,” said the 36-year-old mountain guide, but now he
was more concerned about his safety. He descended without difficulty or frostbite, but he was
very tired at the end.
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Lhotse Shar, Ascent. On Lhotse Shar, the 8400-meter eastern summit of the Lhotse massif
next to Everest, a team of 15 Russian climbers led by Vladimir Savkov sent four men
(Alexandre Foigt, Evgueni Vinogradski, Gleb Sokolov, Sergei Timofeev) to the top on
November 1. But they were forced to abandon what Vinogradski said was their “dream” of
traversing from it to the middle summit of the massif. This middle peak (8410m) is the high-
est point on earth not yet touched by man.

The Russian team was not the first to scale Lhotse Shar with the intention of using it as a
stepping stone to the middle summit, only to find when they were on the eastern summit that
they were too tired and unprepared for the very difficult traverse at very high altitude, and
none of them made an actual move to do so. The Russians this autumn looked at the horrify-
ingly difficult ridge they would have to move across and decided the better approach would
be from Lhotse’s main summit.
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Pumori, Southwest Ridge. The Internet contributed this spring to a new type of awkward sit-
uation concerning membership of an expedition. A Swiss, Markus Sofer, saw that a Canadian
team was listed for an attempt on Everest’s neighbor Pumori, so he got in touch with them
and signed up as a member. But when they met in Kathmandu, he announced that he would
be entirely independent of them since he did not believe in expeditions. He did some climb-
ing with the team, led by Tim Rippel, on its seldom-climbed southwest ridge, but most of the
time he moved alone. He became the only one to go to the 7161-meter summit, which he
reached on May 20.
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Ama Dablam in the Post-Monsoon. As the season began, the Nepalese authorities expected
16 teams to come to Ama Dablam (6812m), but they continued to grant permits to everyone
who asked for them, and by the time autumn ended, an all-time high number of 30 teams with
a total of 201 climbers had been there from 18 nations. (The previous highest number of
teams in the same season was 19 in the autumn of 1996.) Furthermore, all of this autumn’s
expeditions had chosen to climb the same route up the southwest ridge, which is quite nar-
row in some sections. At the busiest time, in mid-October, there were 17 teams at Base Camp



