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done since Shivling’s east pillar in 1981. . . . This was a very satisfying trip.” A full account
of their climb appears earlier in this journal.
ELIZABETH HAWLEY

Taple Shikhar, First Ascent. Not far south-southwest of Drohmo is the 6341-meter mountain
generally known as Cross Peak (its Nepalese name is Taple Shikhar). The mountain had been
attempted only once before, by Japanese in 1963; it is not at the present time on the tourism
ministry’s list of peaks open to climbers. Nevertheless, a Japanese couple came to complete
the effort of 35 years ago, and Mrs. Misako Miyazawa, who is not a highly experienced
Himalayan climber, said she and three Nepalese (Pemba Lama, Gumba Sherpa, and Kancha
Sunwar) managed to gain the summit in ten days’ ascent of the south face to southeast ridge
on October 8. “It was very difficult for me, but the Sherpas helped me, and thanks to them I
got to the top. . . . I was very lucky—I was protected by God.”

ELIZABETH HAWLEY

PAKISTAN

Pir Peak, Winter Ascent. The Alpine Club of Pakistan launched its first winter mountaineer-
ing expedition to Pir Peak (6363m) in the Shimshal Valley, Hunza. The team left Rawalpindi
on February 17, 1999, for a period of 20 days. This expedition, which comprised ten young
climbers, was launched with a view to train young climbers in high-altitude mountaineering,
especially in winter conditions. Muhammad Nasir Awan, an experienced and a very active
member of Alpine Club of Pakistan, led the expedition. Accompanying him were Aman
Khan, deputy leader; Muhammad Shahid Saleem, Naeem Shaukat, Umer bin Abdul Aziz,
Wahab Ali Shah, Ghulam Amin, Ali Musa, Bakhatawar Shah, and Rahmat Ullah Baig.

The expedition reached Shimshal on February 21. Two more senior members were admit-
ted to participate in the expedition: Rajab Shah, who had trained many of the young climbers,
and Shambi Khan from Shimshal. Base Camp (4515m) was reached on the 23rd. The trek in
was conducted through about three feet of deep snow. The weather was extremely bad due to
continuous snowfall. The trail-breaking was very difficult. On the 24th, the first group (Aman
Khan, Bakhtawar, Ali Musa and Shambi Khan) went in the early morning to establish CI at
4900 meters. The members cached equipment and food there and began breaking trail up to
CII at 5420 meters, which took another three hours. After caching their loads, they returned
to Base Camp in five hours. On the 25th, groups one and two (Umer bin Abdul Aziz, Shahid
Saleem, Wahab Ali, Ghulam Amin and Rehmat Ullah Baig) started early in the morning for
CII, which they reached in six hours. It was cloudy; after lunch at CII, two members from the
first group and two members from the second group went for the summit, which they reached
in five hours. Due to bad weather, they were not able to take proper photographs before
returning to CII.

On February 26, groups one and two started climbing for the summit early in the morn-
ing in good weather. With the trail already broken, they reached the summit in four hours.
After taking photos and resting on the summit, they came back to CII. After a light lunch
at CII, they packed two tents and started back to BC. They left some food, equipment and
one tent at CII for the third group (Muhammad Nasir Awan, Rajab Shah, and Naeeem



