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left for BC in this storm.

August 9-15 was another period of bad weather, but on August 16 it cleared, so all four
of us returned to CI. At CI it was clear, but above 7000 meters it was extremely windy. On
August 19, the wind seemed to abate, so we climbed up to CII only to return due to high
winds up high and deteriorating weather.

On August 20, all members returned to BC in overcast conditions and light snow. The sec-
tion of the ridge above CII looked to be difficult rock climbing and we thought it might take
as long as three days to reach the summit from our CII and another day to descend. Faced
with this kind of difficult climbing up high, we did not want to commit to alpine-style climb-
ing unless there was some indication that a more stable weather pattern had been established.

We waited at BC from August 21-August 24. We were running out of time, so we returned
to CI on August 25 to wait for a break in the weather. The next day a storm dropped two feet
of new snow at our CI. The storm continued until midday on August 28. On the 29th, we
climbed to CII and spent the night there, hoping to continue upward the next day.

On August 30, a combination of the unsettled weather and some poor health led to a deci-
sion to descend from CII and abandon the climb. On August 31, all the remaining gear was
carried down from CI to BC, where the porters were waiting for us to leave. On September
1, the expedition left BC. The weather closed in again and it snowed heavily for several days.
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Charakusa Region, Various Ascents, Previously Unreported. Giangi Angeloni, Angelo
Carminati and Ennio Spiranelli traveled to the Charakusa Glacier (Hushe Valley) in August,
1997. Various ascents were made: Sulo Peak (6000m) by the South Couloir (55°); The Dog’s
Knob (5400m) via Andrea Son (5.10d, A1, 200m) on the southwest face of this short and per-
fect rock tower. Also attempted was a route on the third rock spur of K7 (4900m). The climb
ended on the great ledge after two days (5.10b Al, 16 pitches).
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Charakusa Area, Fathi Brakk, Parhat Brakk and Beatrice, Ascents. Jimmy Chin, Evan Howe,
Brady Robinson and Doug and Jed Workman, guided by Ibrahim Zahid of Hushe, base-
camped in the Charakusa (Tsa’racksa) Valley. The team climbed three significant new routes
over a period of 55 days, as well as throwing their fair share of disc, bouldering and cragging.

Jimmy and Brady entered the valley in late June ahead of the others, anxious to get on the
rock. As the others hiked into the valley in early July, Jimmy and Brady were finishing up a
new route on Fathi Brakk. This 3,000-foot monolith was first climbed in the summer of 1998
by an Italian team from the southwest. Jimmy and Brady’s committing and direct line up the
north face was completed in three days and entailed a variety of climbing including face,
crack, ice and aid. Success was attained in a 24-hour push after two other attempts to com-
plete the route. Future parties can be assured an adventurous time navigating through loose
death blocks and sleeping on sloping, wet bivies. Some weeks later during very wet weather,
the team was appalled to watch rockfall scour the bottom of the route.

Brady and Jed then teamed up for the previously unclimbed Parhat Brakk (5300m). The



