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hardest section of the climb. Following Ringi, Bull and Cooper reached the summit, a feat
repeated on September 28 by Lind, Pemba Sherpa and Tom Wedgwood. A helicopter rescue
was initiated to save Lind, who back at BC found that he had developed frostbite in one foot.
The journey back to Hurikot followed a route to the west of the Jagdula that crossed two high
passes, including the last col in the ridge that runs southeast from Milch Berg (Palta Thumba,
6126m), and traversed a series of high plateaus well above the gorge before following a long
gully down to the main valley. (High Mountain Sports 212)

Kangtokla, First Official Ascent. Kangtokla (6294m) was one of the ten peaks opened to for-
eign expeditions in 1998. Miguel Angel Videl led a four-member Spanish team that made the
first official ascent of the peak via the southeast ridge. The summit was reached on October
11. (High Mountain Sports 212)

Raksha Urai, Attempt. Hubert Fitzwallner led an Austro-German expedition that on October
20 reached a high point of just under 6000 meters on one of the summits of Rakshi Urai. The
team climbed the east ridge to the east face in their attempt. (High Mountain Sports 212)

Himlung, Attempt. The members of the expedition were Gotz Wiegand (leader), Frank
Meutzner, Olaf Zill, Matthias Braun, Tilo Bihr and myself. We started our expedition in
September. Before starting out to attempt Himlung, we met Miss Elizabeth Hawley in
Kathmandu. We have heard about the fact that Himlung was quite hard to find. It seemed that
other expedition teams would possibly be there, too. But the information we received was
very poor and conflicting. The biggest problem for us was that everything we heard about
Himlung could possibly refer to Nemjung, located close to Himlung. So we collected all the
available information and started for Base Camp at the foot of Himlung, Gyachikang and
Nemjung. This BC was used by a Japanese expedition in 1992.

Left to right: Himlung, Gyachikang and Nemjung | as seen from the summit of the 5800-meter
peak climbed by the German Himlung expedition. The team attempted the ridge on Himlung that
runs up from right to left. ANGELA HAMPEL
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The weather was very unusual for the time: very cloudy and a lot of snow. We tried to find
a good route to Camp I, which we set up on a saddle at 5300 meters on the west ridge. The
next day, we climbed up to establish Camp II. At an altitude of 6000 meters we had to stop.
It was hard to progress; deep new snow and thin ice crust prohibited us from going on. G6tz
and Matthias kept on going to find a place for CII. After setting up that camp at 6150 meters,
Frank and Olaf went higher. They told us that it was very difficult to find the route through
the glacier they had to cross. It was very dangerous, because there was an extremely high pos-
sibility of avalanches all the time. The route went along a ridge with snow cornices. Two cor-
nices in particular, each 200 meters long, on the top of an 800-meter, 60-degree wall, made
us turn back on October 10. It was too difficult to keep on going and the possibility that the
cornices might crash down was very high. So we went back to climb another summit, a 5800-
meter peak nearby.

ANGELA HAMPEL, Germany

Manaslu and Dhaulagiri, Ascents. Ed Viesturs and his Finnish partner, Veikka Gustafsson,
surmounted Manaslu (8163m) and then Dhaulagiri I (8167m), the world’s eighth- and sev-
enth-highest mountains, in one month of climbing. They had no Sherpas, no fixed ropes and
no bottled oxygen to assist them.

They arrived at the standard Manaslu Base Camp site at 4900 meters on April 4 and
placed two more camps along the normal Northeast Face route in the following eight days.
They then went down to rest at Base Camp before leaving it again on the 18th to establish
one more high camp on the 21st at 7530 meters, just below the summit plateau out of the
wind. The next day they went to the top. They were on Manaslu’s summit on the 22nd despite
very strong winds that “almost knocked us over a few times,” according to Viesturs.

With the help of a helicopter, they arrived at Dhaulagiri I's Base Camp site on April 30
and on May 4 they were on its summit. They generally followed the standard climbing route
along the northeast ridge but in getting to the ridge, they took a shortcut around an icefall and
its crevasses and up a steep slope that avoided the usual longer route to the northeast col,
where many expeditions place their first high camps. They pitched just two camps on the
ridge on May 2-3 and climbed to the top on the 4th.

Viesturs has now summited ten of the world’s 14 8000-meter mountains, including
Everest five times and Cho Oyu twice; for Gustafsson this was his second ascent of
Dhaulagiri I, but Manaslu was his seventh 8000er, including Everest twice.

ELIZABETH HAWLEY

DHAULAGIRI HIMAL

Dhaulagiri, South Face, New Route. From October 25-November 3, Slovenian Tomaz Humar
soloed The Mobitel Route (VI 5.10d AO M7+, ca. 4000m) on the south face of Dhaulagiri
(8167m). A full account of his ascent appears earlier in this journal.

Nilgiri South, Attempt. It was reported that Tadej Golob led a five-member Slovenian expe-
dition that attempted the first ascent of the southwest ridge on Nilgiri South (6839m). The
team followed a line up the south face to connect with the crest of the ridge, reaching a high



