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Mt. Huntington. Routes and variations are as follows. 1. French Ridge (Batkin-Bernezat-Gendre-
Gicquel-Martinetti-Sarthou-Soubis-Terray, 1964). 2. Polarchrome (Haberl-Rohn, 1984). 3. Golden
Granite West Face (Grohusky-Gruber-Thompson-Willard, 2000). 4. Colton-Leach (Colton-Leach,
1981). 5. Colton-Leach variation to French Ridge (not shown) (Hough-Lewis, 1981). 6. Count Zero
(Miller-Wadman, 1992). 7. West Face Couloir (no summit: Evans-Hogan, 1978) (to summit: Nettle-
Quirk, 1989). 8. Variation to Harvard Route (Puryear-Westman, 2000). 9. Modern Start to Harvard
Route (FA unknown). 10. Harvard Route (Bernd-Hale-Jensen-Roberts, 1965).11. Phantom Wall
(not shown) (Smith-Teare, 1991). 12. South Ridge (not shown) (Scott-Woolums, 1979).
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Mt. Huntington, Harvard Route, Ascent, and Possible New Variation. On May 8-10, Joe
Puryear and I climbed the Harvard Route on Mt. Huntington’s west face. To begin the route,
we climbed a possible minor variation on the west face that most likely was unclimbed. This
variation involved climbing the initial 700-foot snow face used to approach the Nettle-Quirk
route, following in the steps of a party who had started that route a few hours earlier. At the
point where this face meets a steep rock wall and the Nettle-Quirk approach jogs left, we
made a 400-foot horizontal traverse to the right across exposed snow and ice slopes and into
an obvious, moderately steep ice couloir capped by a cornice. We climbed this 400-foot
couloir. Behind the cornice, we joined the Harvard Route atop the second pitch of the
“Spiral.” By avoiding the two difficult pitches of the Spiral, this indirect but straightforward
variation saved us much time. We reached the summit ridge on the second day, but due to
poor weather and visibility did not climb the final 300 feet of corniced ridge.
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