
Mt. Johnson, The Escalator, N ew  Route and Tragedy. On M ay 17 and 18, in warm and 
unsettled weather, Seth Shaw and I clim bed w hat we believe to be a new route on Mt. 
Johnson. It started on a 50-degree ice runnel on the east face, left o f the prom inent east but­
tress, w hich led into a snow bowl and then up the southeast couloir. It was m ostly m oder­
ate snow and ice and gained about 4 ,000 feet from  the glacier. We did it in a 31-hour round- 
trip, but w ere pinned down for a w hile in the m iddle o f the night during a short snow storm  
w hile spindrift avalanches poured down the route. The descent from  the sum m it took about 
12 hours down the large gully to the south. U nfortunately, Seth was killed about a week 
later by serac fall.
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