220 THE AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL, 2001

Icing Peak. The north ridge is the obvious ridge ten miles in the distance. EVAN PHILLIPS

their vehicle at the head of the Matanuska Glacier.

EvAN PHILLIPS

Icing Peak, North Ridge, Previously Unreported. On May 5, 1999, Carl Oswald and I began a
ten-day trip up the Matanuska and Icing Glaciers to climb the unclimbed north ridge of Icing
Peak (10,955"). After four days and 30 miles of glacier travel, we arrived at our base camp
(5,000") on the upper Icing Glacier. In perfect weather, we set out at 2:30 a.m. on May 10. The
climb began with a 500-foot, 45-degree couloir that deposited us on the apex of a perfectly
symmetrical knife-edge ridge. We followed this for 1,200 feet until we were forced to climb
through a bulging, hanging serac. We did running belays up the next 2,000 feet on mostly 50-
degree snow. The final pitch was 75-degree ice with 4,000 feet of exposure. Views of
Scandinavian Peaks and Marcus Baker were awesome. We carefully down climbed our route
and were back in camp 13 hours after we left. It took four days to hike out via Mt. Sergeant
Robinson (10,450’) and Glacier Creek to the head of the Matanuska Glacier, where we had
started ten days earlier. We traveled over 60 miles, climbing Icing Peak and circumnavigating
all the peaks surrounding Mt. Wickersham. We graded the climb Alaska Grade 2/3.
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The Gorge, Various Ice Climbs. In the Western Chugach Range, along the southeast edge of the
massive Knik Glacier, lies a geological wonder known as The Gorge, a five-mile corridor lined
by vertical glacial ice on one side and alpine walls on the other. Warm Pacific Chinook winds
keep good flow on these walls, creating a spectacular area for waterfall ice. The gorge is about
eight miles from any road, but a snow machine will allow for day climbing. The first climbs vis-



