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seems that the extended forecast of rain promised more good times than he could bear. Conny
and I spent many hours discussing this mystifying behavior that night as the rain hammered
down on the ledge.

We topped out after a day of climbing perfect straight-in knifeblade cracks in beautiful
sunny weather, which tainted the experience and completely ruined the summit photos. But
you can’t have everything.

What I learned on the route? Two things. Copperheads will work in wet granite and
always bring TWO umbrellas, not just one.

ADAM DIAMOND, Canada

THE SELKIRKS

Mt. Dag, Ankles as Far as the Eye Can See, Ankles Me Boy, New Routes. On August 1, Jason
Magness, Sam Price, Mike Brown, George Ortiz, Craig Clarence, and I all met in Slocan,
British Columbia. Our goal was to put up a new route on the north face of Mt. Dag, a 2700-
meter peak in Mulvey Basin of Valhalla Provincial Park, in honor of the late Alex McClure,
a great climber, spirit, and friend who was killed in an avalanche two summers ago. We knew
almost nothing about the area and were basing the entire project on a small picture of the face
from an old AAC guidebook.

August 2 was spent packing essential
gear and hiking into the steep valley below
the wall. The approach took 12 hours and
involved steep snow, vertical jungle, miles
of bushwhacking, and a very physical 150-
foot free-hanging rappel.

After scoping out the wall the follow-
ing day, we decided on a change of tac-
tics. Instead of one team of six, two teams
of three would ascend the wall following
separate lines. Around noon, Jason, Mike,
Craig, and I hiked out to retrieve addi-
tional gear and food, while George and
Sam remained to hump loads to the base
of the wall.

August 5 saw our return to camp after a
much-needed rest day. We used an alternate
approach that involved a treacherous tra-
verse across slabs, but avoided the rappel.
August 6 was spent preparing for the ascent.

The uext day saw the climbing begin in
earnest. The “alpine team” of Mike, Jason,
and Sam planned on traveling light and fast
and taking a line up the northeast face. They
took only 15 liters of water, a tarp, one sleep-
ing bag, three Powerbars per person per day,

Jason Magness on pitch 14 of Ankles as Far as
the Eye Can See. MIKe BRowN
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and a summer sausage. My group, the “aid team,” decided to haul, and took a bit more gear. We
hoped to follow a gully to the right of the face to a big ledge at one-third height, where we’d tra-
verse left and climb directly up the north face. The only previous route, Sweet Judy Blue Eyes
Buttress (V1 5.9 A3), by Roskelly and crew in 1974, also ascended this gully and continued up
the face off the right edge of the ledge.

The alpine team completed their climb, Ankles as Far as the Eye Can See (VI 5.11 Al)
in three days. The 23 long pitches included three of 5.11 and nine of 5.10. The climbing was
varied, with an emphasis on slab at the bottom and stemming and lie-backing at the top.
Several hard squeeze chimneys and offwidths were also encountered. Two bolts were placed
atop the ninth pitch; one was placed on the 13th. A small pin rack was occasionally used at
belays, though no pitons were left on the wall.

The aid team spent four days and three nights on the wall. It took the first day and a half
to climb and haul up the gully over fourth- to moderate fifth-class terrain. The rest of the
climb was an even mix between free climbing and aid, with nearly each pitch having some of
each. The crux involved aiding behind thin, hollow flakes and easy but unprotected free
climbing. Two bolts were placed on this pitch. The route Ankles Me Boy (VI 5.9+ A2)
involved 11 long pitches above the ledge and innumerable shorter pitches up the gully.

ANDY MAGNESS*

*Recipient of an AAC Mountaineering Fellowship Fund award

Recent Ascents in the Selkirk Range. During the last 25 years there have been only six brief
reports of new routes in the Selkirk Range published in the AAJ. Based on this publication
history, readers might easily conclude that there is little activity of note in the range. Nothing
could be further from the truth. There is a small group of Selkirk aficionados who have been
very active throughout the area. Researching new climbs for a revised guidebook to the
Selkirks, this author has compiled a list of over 200 first ascents that have not been previously
reported. Many climbs are relatively easy, general mountaineering routes, and many peaks
have remained unclimbed.

Despite the growing network of logging roads that penetrate most major valleys,
approaches in the Selkirks often require significant bushwhacking to reach the alpine climbs.
Alternate access is provided by helicopter, usually with the services of Don McTighe Alpine
Helicopters in Golden. However, there remain many fine new routes within a stone’s throw
of the TransCanada Highway.

R. Cox, R. DeBeyer and K. Sellers climbed the imposing Northeast Buttress (V 5.8+) of Sir
Donald. There has also been considerable activity further afield in the Battle Range to the south
of the Rogers Pass. Perhaps the most outstanding route is on the 230-meter high Yes Please Spire,
located on the northern margin of Ohno Wall, Moby Dick. G. Foweraker and T. McAllister
climbed the northwest and west face (IV 5.10) of this spire on a sea of chicken heads.

The northern Selkirks have also yielded a number of fine new routes. C. Ellis and C. Molder
climbed the Direct South Face of Mt. Tupper (IV 5.10+). In the same area, R. Beglinger and G.
Tannis made the first ascent of the North Buttress (IV 5.10a) of Hermit Mountain.

Peaks in the Bigmouth drainage to the north have also seen activity. In the Argonaut
Group, A. Bowers and B. Thomas climbed the west ridge (IV 5.10a) of the Unnamed
Pinnacle on the west ridge of Argonaut.



