
Yarydag, New Route. Yarydag, located in the republic of Daghestan in the south of Russia, is 
part of a ten-kilometer by 15-kilometer plateau located on the border of Azerbaijan and 
Russia. It is about 250 kilometers from Makhachkala, the capital of Daghestan, and 80 kilo­
meters from the Caspian Sea. The plateau is bordered on all sides by walls. The most impor­
tant and complex walls are on the west and northwest aspects, where the walls range from



300 meters to 1100 meters high, with a steepness of 70 to 85 degrees. The highest part rises 
above the village of Kurush.

Until 2000, there were 18 routes on this wall, ranging from 5 to 6 on the Russian grading 
system. The 19th route follows the border of the west and north faces in a big dihedral system. 
The first attempt was made in February, 1999, when a five-member team led by Konstantin 
Dorro climbed 200 meters in three days only to be turned back by bad weather. In February, 
2000, the Daghestan Rescue Service EMERCOM team returned to the wall and climbed it. It 
is 900 meters from the base of the route (3020m) to the summit of Yurydag (3925 meters), 
while the vertical relief of the wall is 600 meters (3020-3620m). The route is 675 meters long 
with an angle of 80 degrees. The angle of the lower seven pitches is 86 degrees.

The team climbed 400 meters free and 275 meters with aid. Nuts, cams, pitons, skyhooks, 
expansion bolts, 50-meter ropes, and the Russian aiding system (which consists of hooks 
attached to the legs) were used in the ascent. Led by Konstantin Dorro, the team consisted of 
Yuriy Slobodenuyk, Anatoliy Goryaev, Sergey Voronin, Vladimir Sogokon, and the trainer, 
Ziyabudin Murtuzaliev, who is chief of Daghestan Rescue Service EMERCOM of Russia. 
The entire team lives in Makhachkala.

The ascent took 14 days (96 working hours). One portaledge was used in the ascent. ABC



was established at 2850 meters, an hour’s walk from the wall. The ascent began on February 
16. Camp I (3250m) was established on February 22 by the leading team of Dorro, Voronin, 
and Sogokon. In four days, the team climbed a further 75 meters. The weather was very bad, 
with snow, cold temperatures (-25°C), and wind. On February 26, Camp II (3370m) was 
established with the portaledge. At this point, the other team members ascended from ABC 
with the fuel, food, and equipment. Three hundred and sixty meters of rope were fixed to this 
point. The lower three ropes were thrown down to the base of the wall (the assistant, Sergey 
Smotrov, helped bring them to BC). From here, the climbing became easier. Camp III 
(3480m) was established on February 28 and 180 meters of rope were fixed up to the plateau. 
Everybody returned to Camp III that night. On February 29, the team climbed onto the 
plateau, then continued to the top. Base camp was reached at 10 p.m. the same day.

The weather was unstable during the entire ascent. The wall was raked by avalanches after 
storms. Skyhooks broke two times because of the cold. All team members worked on lead. Four 
falls were taken during the ascent; the longest was 20 meters. There were no serious injuries. All 
five team members slept in the portaledge (1.35 wide by 1.95 meters long— we had to crush).

The resulting route, Dorro-2000, on the left buttress of Yarydag’s western face, took third 
place in the Russian mountaineering championship.
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